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Graduate & Professional Student Association

General Council Meeting
September 26, 2026 | 10:00 AM

Lobo A&B, Student Union Building, University of New Mexico

Call to Order — 10:06 AM
a. Roll Call

1.
ii.
1ii.
1v.
V.
Vi.
Vil.
Viil.
IX.

XI.
Xil.
Xiil.
X1v.
XV.
XVI1.
XVI1.
XVIil.
XiX.
XX.
XX1.
XXil.
XXIil.
XX1V.
XXV.
XXVI.
XXVII.
XXVIii.
XXIX.
XXX.
XXX1.

American Studies: Absent
Anthropology: Present

Art: Present

Biology: Present

Biomedical Sciences: Present
Chemistry: Present

Earth and Planetary Sciences: Present
Economics: Present

Electrical and Computer Engineering: Absent
English: Present

History: Present

Law (Reichsfeld): Present

Law (Davis): Present

Law (Garcia-Teran): Present
Law (Tsai): Present

Mathematics and Statistics: Present
Medicine (Parrales): Absent
Medicine (Sanchez): Present
Medicine (Alarid): Present
Native American Studies: Present
Nursing: (Present)

Occupational Therapy: Present
Pharmacy: Present

Physics (Oyeniran): Present
Physics (Deneris): Present
Political Science: Present
Psychology: Absent

Public Administration: Absent
Public Health: Present

Sociology: Absent

Spanish and Portuguese: Present
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b. Confirmation of Quorum
c. Approval of Agenda—10:10 AM
1. The motion to approve is made by Mathematics and Statistics.
ii. It is seconded by Chemistry.
iii. It is approved unanimously.
d. Indigenous People’s Land and Territory Acknowledgement -- 10:11 AM

II.  Opening Business
a. Approval of last meeting’s minutes (August 2026 Minutes)

1. This is motioned by Physics, seconded by Occupational Therapy, and
approved unanimously.
b. Media, Gallery, and Public Comment -- 10:11
i. Ryan Lindquist, Director of Student Activities Center (depar@unm.edu):

1. “In my 25 years, this is the largest council meeting I have seen.
Kudos. I want to provide a congratulations.”

2. Lindquist continues, “When we consider bills, we hold all
organizations to the Standing Rules. If someone requests travel,
they’ll allow up to six, for example, at 60%. The point is that we
want to do things fairly.”

3. GPSA has the discretion to increase and decrease funding, but per
the Standing Rules, we treat applicants equally.

4. Lindquist reasserts, “Every student organization could afford more
money, and we want to have bigger events on campus, but we must
follow the Standing Rules.”

5. Lindquist yields.

ii. Sajib Chakraborty, President of the Bangladeshi Student Association
(bsaunm@unm.edu).

1. The Bangladeshi Student Association has come forward to ask for
funds, despite filing appropriate paperwork ten days after the
deadline. Direct quotes are as follows:

1. “In our community and our group, Indian students and
West Bengal students are a part of us and have participated
in our different cultural programs. We asked for GPSA
funding and there are rules to fund for special events,
especially when we want to order traditional foods.”

2. “For big events, we used to get more money. We need
proper appropriation. I will ask to vote on this again.”


https://aapirc.unm.edu/about-us/unm-land-acknowledgment.html
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/gpsacouncil_unm_edu/IQAwN2XHLbAeTI8M2zJnG26MAbqDWii4h9Y1jJGq-5XjzF8?e=SvYE6U
mailto:depar@unm.edu
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/gpsa-council-2026-2027-proposed-standing-rules-2.pdf
mailto:bsaunm@unm.edu
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III.  Officer Reports — 10:19 AM
a. President Report — Given by Chief of Staff Ebony Gonzalez (gpsacos@unm.edu)
1. Chief of Staff Gonzalez gives the report as Marisa Page
(gpsapres(@unm.edu) is in Rome for a conference. Direct quotes are as
follows:

1. “Good morning everyone, I'm Ebony Gonzalez. I have a report
and update from our president. Thank you for your time and work
as graduate students. We’ve been extremely with event planning to
ensure that graduate students are represented.”

ii. Gonzalez presents on upcoming programs.
1. Educational Resource Sessions
2. Know Your Rights Sessions
3. Smudging Circles
1. This is a ceremonial smoke cleansing and healing circle.
b. Council Chair Report — Charlotte Auh (gpsacouncil@unm.edu) — 10:21 AM
1. Council Chair Auh starts by wishing Rafael Romero-Salas a happy
birthday, reminding all present that there is a birthday sign-up
sheet in the GSPA office (SUB 1021).
ii. The Student Activities Center (sac(@unm.edu; SUB 1018) oversees
prorated benefit (PB) funds for student organizations. Council Chair Auh
encourages organizations to reach out to the SAC and to submit a PB

request form in a timely manner.
1. The appropriation deadline is October 13. Please see website
information here.
iii. The GPSA (gpsa@unm.edu) is sponsoring the following events:
1. Community smudge at Duck Pond
2. Collaboration with El Centro
3. Club 89 for Hispanic Heritage Month
1. This will take place at Draft & Table.
4. SHAC Health Fair, which will offer services and other mental
health resources.
iv. Council Chair Auh concludes by announcing that the College of Nursing
is now eligible for three delegates, while Medicine is eligible for five.

IV.  Committee Reports —10:25 AM
a. Legislative Steering Committee — Rafael Romero-Salas (gpsalsc@unm.edu)
speaks next, with direct quotes as follows:



mailto:gpsacos@unm.edu
mailto:gpsapres@unm.edu
mailto:gpsacouncil@unm.edu
mailto:sac@unm.edu
https://gpsa.unm.edu/funding/student-org-funding/appropriations.html
mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
mailto:gpsalsc@unm.edu
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1. “This last meeting was focused primarily on our Standing Rules and vice-
chair election. These are the main items for discussion. If you’ve read the
constitution, and you don’t agree, I’'m always available to have that
conversation. We’ll get into more substantive bills.”

b. Finance Committee — Soumyodipta Karmakar (gpsafin@unm.edu) —10:26 AM

i. Finance Director Karmakar speaks, with direct quotes as follows:

1. “AsIsaid in our first meeting, we are strictly following the
Standing Rules. I will recap because we have a lot of applications
today. In the beginning of the semester, we estimate what we’ll
allocate for the whole semester. We tried our best to not go beyond
that number.”

2. “We always try our best, whatever we allocate. There are a huge
number of applications, but when we allocate the funds, we have to
follow the Standing Rules: How is the money helping graduate
students?

ii. Finance Director Karmakar emphasizes that they consider the relatedness
of student associations in the allocation of GPSA funds.

V.  Action Items — 10:30 AM
a. Mandated Items
1. Legislative Steering Committee
1. Approval of 26-27 Legislative Steering Committee Standing Rules
1. Note that the Standing Rules had not been updated since
2021.
1. Vice Chair Appointment
1. LSC Vice Chair: Rafael Colon
i. The Standing Rules that Colon helped revise were
based on similar rules at Arizona State University.
ii. The Standing Rules outline how quorum, absences,
agendas, minute, and other chair responsibilities
function.

2. Motion to pass the Standing Rules is forwarded by Law and
seconded by Physics. There are no questions and the quorum votes
unanimously to approve.

3. Per Legislative Committee Chair Romero-Salas, “We had our
Rafael Colon elected as Vice Chair. He is a law student and
understands the nuances of rules and regulations; with that being
said, he is very passionate, and he was approved unanimously.”



https://gpsa.unm.edu/upload-announcements-here/2026-2027/aug26-council-agenda.pdf
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/gpsacouncil_unm_edu/IQAmxzezh3EdTI9FhlkNjEclAS4_RzsEwoXQ6JChQm8bg_M?e=BesbaQ
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1. The motion to approve Vice Chair Colon is forwarded by
Law, seconded by Economics, and approved unanimously.

iii. Finance Committee —10:35
1. Earth and Planetary Sciences forwards a sweeping motion to open
all Appropriations 8F through 29F.
2. Economics seconds the motion.
3. The quorum votes, but there is an abstention by Mathematics and
Statistics, citing, “An issue with 14F.”

4. Appropriation#8F — Ear, Nose, and Throat (ENT) Interest

1. Per Finance Director Karmakar, “The first appropriation is
for a new organization. They requested for food for three
events. We allocated for second and third events per our
Standing Rules.”

2. A question emerges from the gallery, “What is your
expected attendance rate?”

1. Finance Director Karmakar states that any event

under one hundred persons is regarded as a small
event, though the key is how many graduate
students will be in attendance.
5. Appropriation#9F — Graduate Association of Students of
Psychology (GASP)

1. Per Finance Director Karmakar, “They requested funds for
a specific event fund they are planning. They requested 834
for food and supply costs; we allocated 728 per our
Standing Rules.”

2. Karmakar reiterates that the Standing Rules will not cover
subscriptions, such as Canva, as it is impossible to monitor
to see that only graduate students are utilizing the
subscription.

6. Appropriation#10F — Physics and Astronomy Graduate Student
Association (PANDA GSA)

1. Per Karmakar, “They are planning to organize two specific
events, and they requested money for food.”

7. Appropriation#11F — Women in Physics, Astro, Optics (WiPAO)

1. Karmakar notes that this organization was requesting both
event funds and office materials.



https://appropriation/
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBHA4SbLhwnQ7ue0hhbE_nGAaj-PaUkzlAwgRzXcCSFiV4?e=TjccW6
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBt4Wvcnk6cT4urHz0sJix8AX_3z98sTIvVMdLajBq2If4?e=UvRc8n
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCpehbytFPmRo1G9rwH5yBLATwLqMKnyWeINNXb2hnznUw?e=Q5ne7F
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2. Per the Standing Rules, they received full allocation.

8. Appropriation#12F — Latiné American Law Student Association

9.

(LALSA)

1. Per Karmakar: “This organization requested many items
and received some funds for general purposes. They
wanted money for general body meeting; as per the
Standing Rules, we gave them the full amount. They are
also planning an event, which we paid 70% of the estimate
for tabling. We didn’t approve parking passes, either.”

2. The quorum opens for discussion now as Finance Director
Karmakar states, “They requested money for stoles and
printed t-shirts, but we do not allocate this because it’s a
donation.” Regarding the stoles, Karmakar elaborated, “We
can’t track them, to see if they’re returned, so that is why
we cannot fund them.”

3. Law raises a question, asking that if the students could not
keep the stoles, but rather rented them, could this be

funded?
1. Karmakar reiterates that the stoles cannot be
tracked.

1. Mathematics and Statistics asks, “Shouldn’t that
obligation fall on the club to make sure that their
items are collected?”

1. From the gallery, Lindquist states, “Technically,
this 1s made by the Student Government Accounting
Office (sgao@unm.edu), and those types of
personal items disappear too easily.”

4. Law raises another question, stating: “I want to go back to
anti-donation clause. So, the concern with paying for stoles
is that this public money may benefit a private person. Is
this correct?”

1. Karmakar responds affirmatively.

i1. Law yields.

Appropriation#13F — History of Medicine Interest Group (HoMIG)

1. The HoMIG is a new organization, and requested finances
for their general meetings.

i. Mathematics and Statistics takes the floor to ask
about a calculation of funds.



https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgA-vGltto6FT7VmYZMOB6kgAav_XCyY47Bob1ShQDDuBrc?e=WMBfkI
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgAEjYfna_lNTLr_eS-3_ewPAauVNFH_iNmtQAl4CqwUOJY?e=eXDvmh
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ii. Karmakar explains the addition of various funds.
iii. Mathematics and Statistics yields.

10. Appropriation#14F — Bangladesh Student Association at

University of New Mexico (BSAUNM)

1.

6.

President of the Bangladesh Student Association, Sajib
Chakraborty, has already spoken.

Finance Director Karmakar reads their list of requests:
Funds for the monthly general body meetings; educational
supplies such as books (they intended to print and bind
their own materials); food items for events; allocation was
a portion of the requested amount.

Karmakar notes that the BSAUNM did not include a
completed budget proposal, so funds were not fully
allocated.

1. Council Chair Auh adds, “This was submitted after
our meeting and after the deadline.”

Economics requests talking rights, asking about the
estimated attendance of the propose BSAUNM event: “Are
these all graduate students?”

i. Karmakar expresses that the organization is among
the largest and oldest on campus, and attendance is
open to all students.

Economics requests talking rights again, asking the
BSAUNM for a list of names of attendees.

1. Finance Director Karmakar responds. Direct quote
1s as follows: “Sometimes, we have no choice but to
believe what they’re saying. They presented us with
RSVP forms, which is something we can request.
These are not mandatory.”

ii. Council Chair Auh adds, “The SGAO has its own
rules. I’'m going to assume that this is reasonable. |
think we have the funding to grant them this. |
motion that we amend the bill to approve this
funding.”

From the gallery, Lindquist states to Council Chair Auh
that this is a question period, not a voting period.


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgALjZmYJ1NCRL-OIXNMqqOSAewJ1td9miNioRTKNjPjJOk?e=l9kCE0
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7. Earth and Planetary Sciences fields a question. Direct quote
is as follows: “I believe some of their materials are for
rentals. Is this included in the allocated amount?”

1. Finance Director Karmakar states that the
BSAUNM was allocated $280 for these materials.
ii. Earth and Planetary Sciences yields.
8. Mathematics and Statistics asks to see Finance Director
Karmakar’s slides again.
i. Mathematics and Statistics yields.
11. Appropriation#15F — American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME)

1. The American Society of Mechanical Engineers is a
mixture of graduate and undergraduate students. In their
field, there is an upcoming conference in Cananda.

2. The group was allocated $1384 for a single graduate
student’s airfare and conference fees.

12. Appropriation#16F — Intellectual Property (IP) Society
1. TABLED
13. Appropriation#17F — Nepali Students Association (NSA)

1. This organization requested funds for the general body
meeting, receiving the full amount requested. They also
presented plans to go bowling for a social event, as well as
printing. The latter request was not allocated.

2. Going further, they requested funds for two events, asking
for food and supplies for decoration. This even is

considered a small event. Per Karmakar, “We didn’t know
how many graduate students were going to be there.”
14. Appropriation#18F — Gender and Reproductive Rights Law
Student Society (GRRLSS)

1. The organization requested funds for general body
meetings, printing, and copying fees. They were allocated
the full requested amount.

2. However, their request for parking passes was denied.

15. Appropriation#19F — American Civil Liberties Union - University
of New Mexico School Of Law Chapter (ACLU-UNM)

1. Note that the ACLU-UNM and the GRRLSS organization
from #18F materials were submitted by the same
individuals.



https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgD8bqH5mkvzTI8355IbdxSAAcvOmAoLYYcJEkmgNzORO-E?e=xOdz9n
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBkTC-D3NnRQrKg3KQ1MOEuAXvBQISXXlU4dcX8u1hoqBY?e=2CbCUG
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgDTmi9iuIJMRK0OibNNb2AvAbEIIgGaoZ9U-1AFpymKD94?e=4TbjId
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgA5KtAB7B0MTbia1kk2leQgASe42lZTo7wW8Ytn7dSRDRo?e=uMx1an
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgAJe3p6oUywQIRwVO0zg1HZAeCb2X2cemim2yI6ojnP7J0?e=c8FvRG
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2. Law requests the floor to discuss the anti-donation clause.
Direct quotes are as follows:

1. “We [LALSA] have promotional items. How do
these violate the clause regarding the stoles? How
do stoles violate the anti-donation clause but not
stickers? This would be benefitting and promoting
an outside organization, correct?”

ii. Karmakar responds, “Promotional items must be
thoroughly checked. We consider items like stickers
and badges are the exception. When it comes to the
t-shirts and stoles, those are more expensive.”

iii. From the gallery, Lindquist states, “The anti-
donation clauses are extremely specific.
Considering promotional items that are recruitment
are beneficial to UNM, but the stole is given to
someone who is already in the organization. Both
the SGAO and the SAC for this reason permit
recruitments to move forward. This is a state law.
We thank the legal world for their questions.”

3. Law requests the floor again. Direct quotes are as follows:

i. “The anti-donation clause traces its roots back to the
state constitution. I do not understand how stoles
are considered a promotional item, as they are an
important part of the student organization. We have
a disagreement.”

ii. Law yields.

16. Appropriation#20F — First In Medicine (FIM)

1. Finance Director Karmakar states that this new
organization received $200 quickly and without issue.

17. Appropriation#21F — Public Administration Graduate Student
Association (PAGSA)

1. PAGSA requested funds for their general body meeting.
Because they receive PB funds, they were encouraged to
utilize these for that purpose. Nonetheless, they were
allocated $500 for a speaker.

18. Appropriation#23F — Chicanx Studies Graduate Student
Association (X-GSA)



https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgD1rtGNQcZASIl78NDxMkdtAY9zXM1KcvRBE4-1----YKs?e=xlBXz0
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBszqxz0J7uS47TxkMfL3thAVo23KIxivlZRDUYR2zA_MA?e=DcRbPF
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgD5JpiwXjmkSL52d9y-c3UaAfiJaRf8cHhKmaYJYSwH7-M?e=VRSm8d
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1. Similar to PAGSA in #21F, this organization receives PB
funds, which the Financial Office encouraged them to
apply towards their general body meetings. The same was
stated about office supplies.

2. However, the GPSA allocated food.

19. Appropriation#24F — Anthropology Graduate Student Union
(AGSU)

1. The AGSU is an organization that is being rebuilt
following a dormancy.

2. An upcoming conference at UNM is expecting to draw
more than 100 graduate students, and thus they were
allocated $1000 for food and refreshments.

20. Appropriation#25F — Badminton Club at UNM (Feather Flyers)

1. This organization is not to be confused with other sporting
clubs.

2. Feather Flyers requested funds for their monthly games.
They allocated less than requested, with funds especially
going to a tournament.

21. Appropriation#27F — Hispanic Engineering and Science

Organization (HESO)
1. This is among the largest graduate organizations
throughout UNM.

2. They requested funds for general body meetings, tabling,
and promotional items. Because they specifically requested
funds for a speaker, they were allocated 70% of their
budget.

3. The organization intended to purchase a printer; this
request was rejected because there is no manner to
appropriately estimate how many graduate students will use
the printer.

4. For an upcoming conference, three graduate students were
allocated $1093 each.

22. Appropriation#28F — Animal Legal Defense Fund University of
New Mexico Student Chapter (ALDF UNM)

1. There are two upcoming, relevant conferences, both in

Washington DC. Finance Director Karmakar notes that,

“We can approve for one association to attend up to two
conferences.”


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCADfRUzd7qRKWp2DJ4LU49Abyk_AcYwXi078MZuRd9nk0?e=FiYzgL
https://anthropology.unm.edu/news-events/events/event/anthropology-graduate-student-union-research-conference.html
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBxddogh3G9QpQ_YeNtfuz2Aaq8qCLc1MzNvMctTU1Eu6M?e=BLn2Yi
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgC1gG3hx0ScRosp_2xMvA-0ATCgzwrsXa3ah9OGDgVVeos?e=60kjNi
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCP0zNu6bS3So8vLuwchdIRAbkBNemZlfjtxBY1Gaal0iA?e=DMab9F
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23. Appropriation#29F — Economic Graduate Student Organization

(EGSO)

1.

To discuss the request, Economics holds the floor and
presents the appropriation personally.

The request is for an upcoming conference in November, in
Texas, for thirteen graduate students.

Per Finance Director Karmakar, there are safeguards in
place to prevent “overlap” of funds from different funders
throughout the GPSA.

Anthropology holds the floor to ask of Finance Director
Karmakar, quote, “Can you clarify why appropriation funds
were allocated for this amount?”

1. Inresponse, Karmakar states that students were
covered per diem and for lodging.

ii. When funds are allocated, it is up to $800 per
graduate student. In the Standing Rules, each
graduate student must submit one quotation, and the
review will be based on what was requested.

iii. Anthropology yields.
Physics holds the floor, asking if there is a limit on the
number of graduate students the GPSA Finance
Department will support.

1. The answer is that there is no maximum on graduate
support, but there is for events and food.
Conferences as well have specific caps.

Physics holds the floor again. Direct quotes are as follows:

i. “If you get other scholarships and the money is
more than we give to each student, it doesn’t make
sense. You have professors who have a large
portion of money. The students can independently
apply to other places and get the money. If money is
coming in from two different sources, I feel that we
need to make formal sense of this.”

1. Karmakar states that, “At the end of the day,
there are loopholes.” However, grants
committees and directors share information
about how many graduate students they are
giving to.


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgDfEeDofj0AQ4wJluk5WKR2AYE9788JkJFwa3CysaIcBNc?e=dOyPr6

7.

8.
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2. From the gallery, Lindquist states that, “The
SGAO has to purchase the full ticket. For
example, if a group applies for four people
to travel and two drop out of the trip, we
deny some of their funds. We notify the
Finance Committee of requests like that.
There are departmental monies and or
SCAP, but that has to be paid personally.”
3. From the gallery, someone speaks out of
turn.
Economics holds the floor. She argues that this funding is
essential to encourage first-year PhD candidates, who often
do not yet have formal advisors.
Finance Director Karmakar states that, “We can always
encourage that they take public transportation.”

24. The quorum returns to discuss #14F — 12:03 PM

1.

Mathematics and Statistics opens the floor, asking for a
revisit to line item six in #14F.
There is a motion from Mathematics and Statistics to
amend to add $445 dollars to the targeted line item.
Physics seconds the motion.
From the gallery, Lindquist asks, “What would the
committee have funded had the BSAUNM gotten the quote
and budget in on time? 70%?”
1. Council Chair Auh responds affirmatively.
Law holds the floor to ask how this committee tells
organizations that they will not receive funds.
i. Mathematics and Statistics, in a direct quote, states,
“It’s up to us. We have the rules. A representative
[Sajib Chakraborty] came here on a weekend, and I
think we can strongly urge that things are turned in
on time, but we can also be benevolent.”
Public Health asks how late the materials were submitted.
1. Council Chair Auh states that it was three days late
[items were turned in on a Friday but due the
Tuesday beforehand — Council Recorder notes].
Public Health asks who is responsible for the delay.


https://career.unm.edu/students--alumni/student-conference-award-program.html
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1. From the gallery, Lindquist states, “These things are
usually instantaneously.”

8. Spanish and Portuguese holds the floor to ask if this was
the first time the BSAUNM had submitted a request for
allocations.

i. The response is negative; this is a large and stories
group, per Finance Director Karmakar.

ii. Economics holds the floor to ask if the BSAUNM
can submit a second application for appropriations.
1. The GPSA will fund allocation request per
semester.
2. Spanish and Portuguese yields.

9. History holds the floor to ask for an explanation as to why
the BSAUNM submitted their appropriation materials late.

i. Sajib Chakraborty cannot speak again, as the gallery
comment period has passed.

ii. History yields.

10. Public Health holds the floor to ask how many graduate
students would attend the proposed event.

i. The BSAUNM anticipates 150 attendees.

ii. Public Health yields.

11. Physics holds the floor to state his concern that this
amendment to line six will set a precedent.

12. Occupational Therapy holds to floor to ask if the
BSAUNM knew that their materials were incomplete.

i. Council Chair Auh responds, “Yes.”

ii. Occupational Therapy yields.

13. Earth and Planetary Sciences holds the floor to ask about
the fact that there were two payments allocated to the
BSAUNM under supply costs.

1. Finance Director Karmakar states, “Sometimes
people request separately for decorations, and, say,
utensils. We allocated for promotional items under
stickers.”

ii. Earth and Planetary Sciences yields.

14. English holds the floor to ask if this event will be open to
the public.

i. Yes.



1v.
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ii. English yields.

Discussion continues around Appropriation #14F.

1.

Physics holds the floor to reiterate his concern over a precedent.

1.

Mathematics and Statistics raises his hand to respond.
Direct quote is as follows: “On the one hand, we don’t want
to start this precedent. But on the other hand, even if people
feel aggrieved, they’re still going to come to us. Part of this
will help encourage or discourage it. I think it’s reasonable
for us to pay some, as they made a mistake, and we can
strongly encourage them not to do this again. This is a
small change.”

Physics responds to Mathematics and Statistics, and a
direct quote is as follows: “I completely agree, but the point
of contention is that they were given the notification that
they had to correct their document before the deadline, and
they did not. This is why we talk about precedent. This case
is looking less genuine to me. They were notified ahead of
time.”

Pharmacy holds the floor to state that, precedent or not,
organizations may use this meeting time to come, to share
grievances, to petition one-on-one.

Spanish and Portuguese states her concern that the Council
put into place a policy today to carry forth.

1. English concurs with this suggestion, stating,
however, this is body should approach amendments
on a case-by-case basis.

Occupational Therapy holds the floor to assert that the
BSAUNM did not provide a reason for the delinquency of
their documents.

Physics holds the floor to ask if the galley can speak again. This is
denied.

Mathematics and Statistics proposes that the Council change the

amount payable to $209.50, rounding this to $210.00.

1.

Anthropology proposes a friendly amendment to allocate
$210.00 to the BSAUNM.

i. Mathematics and Statistics accepts.

ii. Physics second the friendly amendment.

2. It passes with 14 ayes, 9 nays, 2 abstains.
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v. Law next holds the floor. Direct quotes are as follows: “We talked about
the stoles being an accountability problem, but we would ensure the return
of the money to the public fund. I also want to underscore the idea that the
stoles contribute to the student organization and honors their time at UNM
and contributes to graduation. We can work on a policy for the future.”

1. Public Health holds the floor to state that self-generated funds can
be used to purchase stoles.

2. Lindquist states, “GPSA will let you purchase your own stoles for
serving here.”

3. Law continues, asserting that the purchase of a stole can be
financially impossible for some students. She states, “This is a
matter of being equitable.”

vi. Economics abstains from voting for a conflict of interest.

vii. Mathematics and Statistics redirects the conversation to appropriations. He
proposes a future committee to review the case of BSAUNM and a special
interest group for the stoles and their funding.

b. Rafae Romero-Salasl: I move to block the vote so that the quorum can consider in
unison all appropriations.
i. Anthropology moves to block the votes.
ii. Law seconds the vote.
Emergency Items — 12:46 PM
c. Unfinished Business
d. New Business
VI.  Council Announcements
a. 3 minutes each
i. English: Wednesdays and Thursdays are for coffee and tea in the
department.
ii. Biomedical Sciences: There will be a coffee hour on north campus
iii. Chemistry: None

iv. Earth and Planetary Sciences: Every Wednesday and Friday are reserved
for social hours.

v. Economics: The department hosts coffee every Friday.

vi. History: The department hosts happy hours every Friday at 4:30.

vii. Law: The Fall Open House will be held soon; see their website for more
information.

viii. Mathematics and Statistics: There is a regular arts and crafts meeting.

ix. Medicine: None

X. Native American Studies: None
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xi. Nursing: None
xil. Occupational Therapy: The department is hosting (September 29) a
fundraiser at Chipotle.
xiii. Pharmacy: A planned outreach day to the streets of Albuquerque is in the
works.
xiv. Physics (Deneris): The department is hosting an upcoming Halloween
party.
xv. Physics (Oyeniran): None
xvi. Public Health: The department is hosting a mixed graduate/undergraduate
panel.
xvii. Spanish and Portuguese: On October 29', the department will host a
speaker.
xviii. Biology: None.
xix. Anthropology: The department will host a conference on October 16
beginning at 8:30 AM.

VII.  Upcoming Meetings — 12:55 PM
a. Full Council
1. October 31st, 2026, 10am, SUB Lobo A&B
b. Finance Committee
1. October 20, 2026 at 6pm, SUB Trail/Spirit
c. Legislative Steering Committee
1. October 20, 2026 at 5:30 PM, SUB Mirage/Thunderbird

VIII.  Adjourn



