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GPSA Finance Committee September 2026 Meeting Minutes

1) Call to Order:

1.
1.

ii)
iii)
1v)

Vi)

Vii)

Viii)
11i.
1v.

The meeting began at 6:05 PM and was presided over by Finance Chair
Soumyodipta Karmakar.

Roll Call:

Chair: Soumyodipta Karmakar (Non-voting member except in case of tie)
Vice-Chair: Bhawana Kafle — Voting Member

Member: Xiaoxuan (Shane) Li — Voting Member

Member: Hope Smith — Voting Member

Member: Refat Mishuk — Voting Member

Member: Nikhil Sain — Voting Member

Member: Payal Banarjee — Voting Member

Member: Rymer Hewitt— Voting Member — Absent

Quorum was established (7 out of 8 FC members present at roll call).

The agenda was adopted by motion (Motion to approve agenda — Moved
by Hope, seconded by Bhawana. Motion passed unanimously.

Indigenous People’s Land & Territory Acknowledgement was read into
the record by Bhawana.

2) Opening Business:

1.

1.

Approval of Minutes: August minutes approved (moved by Bhawana

seconded by Refat, approved unanimously)

Media, Gallery, and Public Comment: Council Chair Charlotte Auh shared
that Rymer will no longer be able to serve on the Finance Committee. If
you know anyone who might be interested or has any recommendations,

please let her know.

3) Officer Reports:

1.
1.

Finance Committee Members Report: None
Vice Chair Report: None


https://aapirc.unm.edu/about-us/unm-land-acknowledgment.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/upload-announcements-here/2026-2027/aug2026-fin-minutes.pdf
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1v.

4) Business:
1.
ii.

>3
y 4
-

GPSA

Graduate & Professional Student Association

Karl: We have a total budget of $100,000 for Fall 2026. Since we have
already approved several requests, please be mindful of the remaining
funds and spend wisely so we can continue supporting student
organizations throughout the semester. Thank you!

Chair Report: Please follow the standing rules for appropriations. The
preliminary screening has been completed, but we can still propose
amendments and suggest changes as needed.

Old Business: None
New Business
1. September 2026 Appropriation Requests

1. Sweeping motion to open all appropriations on September

15, 2026, agenda — Refat moved, Payal seconded. Motion
passed unanimously

. Appropriation#8F — Ear, Nose, and Throat (ENT) Interest

Group
a. Line item 158 recommended at 0, motion raised by
Refat, seconded by hope.
b. Line item 183 recommended at full amount.
c. Line item 208 recommended at full amount.

. Appropriation#9F — Graduate Association of Students of

Psychology (GASP)
a. Line item 90 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Shane
b. Line item 158 recommended at full amount.
c. Line item 159 recommended at $249 motion moved
Hope and seconded by Refat.

. Appropriation#10F — Physics and Astronomy Graduate

Student Association (PANDA GSA)
a. Line item 158 recommended for full amount.
b. Line item 159 recommended at $70, motion moved by
Refat and approved by Hope.


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgAjI8-ABqt4RZcjTAvuIznpAQ7lbSzhSyNapKG4LwOCsg4?e=0HQswb
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBHA4SbLhwnQ7ue0hhbE_nGAaj-PaUkzlAwgRzXcCSFiV4?e=TjccW6
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBt4Wvcnk6cT4urHz0sJix8AX_3z98sTIvVMdLajBq2If4?e=UvRc8n
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C.
d.

Line item 183 recommended for full item.
Line item 184 recommended at $14 motion moved by
Payal and seconded by Shane.

. Appropriation#1 1 F — Women in Physics, Astro, Optics

(WiPAO)

a.
b.
C.

Line item 83 recommended at full amount.

Line item 158 recommended at full amount.

Line item recommended at $140, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Refat.

Line item 183 recommended at full amount.

Line item 184 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Refat seconded by Hope.

. Appropriation#12F — Latiné American Law Student

Association (LALSA)

a.
b.

Line item 67 recommended at full amount.

Line item 68 recommended at $434, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Payal.

Line item 70 recommended at full amount.

Line item 71 recommended at $140, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Payal.

Line item 75 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Payal and seconded by Shane.

Line item 83 recommended at recommended at $0,
motion moved by Bhawana and seconded by Nikhil.
Line item 87 recommended at $140, motion moved by
Shane seconded by Hope.

Line item 90 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Shane.

Line item 91 recommended at recommended at $140,
motion moved by Refat and seconded by Hope.

. Line item 92 recommended at $0, motion moved by

Refat, seconded by Nikhil.


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCpehbytFPmRo1G9rwH5yBLATwLqMKnyWeINNXb2hnznUw?e=Q5ne7F
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgA-vGltto6FT7VmYZMOB6kgAav_XCyY47Bob1ShQDDuBrc?e=WMBfkI
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k. Line item 183 recommended at $1000, motion moved

L.

by Refat and seconded by Shane.
Line item 184 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Refat.

m. Line item 185 recommended at $315, motion moved

by Hope and seconded by Refat.

n. Line item 188 recommended at recommended at $0,

0.

motion moved by Shane, seconded by Nikhil.
Line item 208 recommended at $496, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane.

7. Appropriation#13F — History of Medicine Interest Group
(HoMIG)

a.

1. Line item 67 recommended at $600, motion moved
by Bhawana and seconded by Hope.

8. Appropriation#14F — Bangladesh Student Association at
University of New Mexico (BSAUNM)

a.

Line item 67 recommended at $416, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Shane.

Line item 70 recommended at $200, moved by Nikhil
and seconded by Hope

Line item 84 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Payal and seconded by Shane

Line item 158 recommended at $1000, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Shane.

Line item 160 recommended at $263, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane.

Line item 163 recommended at $105, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane.

Line item 183 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Shane.

Line item 184 recommended at $25, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Nikhil.


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgAEjYfna_lNTLr_eS-3_ewPAauVNFH_iNmtQAl4CqwUOJY?e=eXDvmh
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgALjZmYJ1NCRL-OIXNMqqOSAewJ1td9miNioRTKNjPjJOk?e=l9kCE0
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i. Line item 208 recommended at $1000, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Nikhil
j. Line item 209 recommended at $105, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Shane
k. Line item 210 recommended at $200, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Shane
1. Line item 213 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Nikhil
m. Line item 214 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane
n. Line item 215 recommended at $88, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Payal.
9. Appropriation#15F — American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME)
a. Motion to table 15F, motion moved by Nikhil
seconded by Hope
b. Motion to untable 15F, motion moved by Nikhil and
seconded by Hope
c. Line item 112 recommended at $300, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Payal
d. Line item 114 recommended at $386, motion moved
by Refat and seconded by Hope
e. Line item 115 recommended at $62, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Nikhil.
f. Line item 117 recommended at $510, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane
g. Line item 118 recommended at $126, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Hope.
10.Appropriation#16F — Intellectual Property (IP) Society
a. Motion to table 16F, motion moved by Nikhil
seconded by Shane
11.Appropriation#17F — Nepali Students Association (NSA)

UNM


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgD8bqH5mkvzTI8355IbdxSAAcvOmAoLYYcJEkmgNzORO-E?e=xOdz9n
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBkTC-D3NnRQrKg3KQ1MOEuAXvBQISXXlU4dcX8u1hoqBY?e=2CbCUG
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgDTmi9iuIJMRK0OibNNb2AvAbEIIgGaoZ9U-1AFpymKD94?e=4TbjId
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Line item 67 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Payal.

Line item 68 recommended at $105, motion moved by
Payal and seconded by Hope

Line item 70 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Shane and seconded by Nikhil

Line item 71 recommended at $105, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Hope

Line item 158 recommended at $500, motion moved
by Payal and seconded by Hope

Line item 159 recommended at $105, motion moved
by Refat and seconded by Hope.

Line item 161 recommended at $350, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Hope

Line item 183 recommended at $1000, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Bhawana

Line item 184 recommended at $35, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Payal

Line item 185 recommended at $350, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane

Line item 186 recommended at $175, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Hope

12. Appropriation#18F — Gender and Reproductive Rights Law
Student Society (GRRLSS)

a.
b.
C.

Line item 67 recommended at full amount.

Line item 70 recommended at full amount.

Line item 71 recommended at $105 moved by hope
and seconded by Shane.

Line item 90 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Hope.

13. Appropriation#19F — American Civil Liberties Union -
University of New Mexico School of Law Chapter (ACLU-
UNM)


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgA5KtAB7B0MTbia1kk2leQgASe42lZTo7wW8Ytn7dSRDRo?e=uMx1an
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgAJe3p6oUywQIRwVO0zg1HZAeCb2X2cemim2yI6ojnP7J0?e=c8FvRG
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a. Line item 67 recommended at full amount.
b. Line item 70 recommended at full amount.
c. Line item 71 recommended at $105, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Nikhil
d. Line item 90 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Hope
14. Appropriation#20F — First In Medicine (FIM)
a. Line item 67 recommended at full amount.
15.Appropriation#21F — Public Administration Graduate
Student Association (PAGSA)
a. Line item 67 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Refat
b. Line item 70 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Shane
c. Line item 78 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Payal
d. Line item 83 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Shane
e. Line item 158 recommended at Full amount.
f. Line item 183 recommended at full amount.
16.Motion to make recess at 8:25, motion moved by Hope and
seconded by Nikhil for 5 min.
17.Motion to resume the recess at 8:30 moved by Refat and
seconded by Shane
18.Appropriation#22F — Student American Society of
Landscape Architects (SASLA)
a. Motion to table appropriation 22F, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Shane.
19.Appropriation#23F — Chicanx Studies Graduate Student
Association (X-GSA)
a. Line item 67 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil, seconded by Payal.



https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgD1rtGNQcZASIl78NDxMkdtAY9zXM1KcvRBE4-1----YKs?e=xlBXz0
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBszqxz0J7uS47TxkMfL3thAVo23KIxivlZRDUYR2zA_MA?e=DcRbPF
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCZkX8Weau1R4i7EpEivknEAb0Lx7o15UjEe4jW9DJdS58?e=MTAl96
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgD5JpiwXjmkSL52d9y-c3UaAfiJaRf8cHhKmaYJYSwH7-M?e=VRSm8d
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b. Line item 71 recommended at $88, motion moved by
Shane, seconded by Hope
c. Line item 83 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Refat, seconded by Hope.
d. Line item 158 recommended at full amount.
20.Appropriation#24F — Anthropology Graduate Student Union
(AGSU)
a. Line item 158 recommended at $1000, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Refat
b. Line item159 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Refat and seconded by Hope
21.Appropriation#25F — Badminton Club at UNM (Feather
Flyers)
a. Line item 67 recommended at $387, motion moved by
Refat and seconded Shane
b. Line item 158 recommended at full amount
c. Line item 159 recommended at $270, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Refat
22.Appropriation#26F — Business Law Society (BLS (UNM))
a. Motion to Table Appropriation 26F, motioned moved
by Nikhil, and seconded Hope
23.Appropriation#27F — Hispanic Engineering and Science
Organization (HESO)
a. Line item 67 recommended at full amount.
b. Line item 71 recommended at $105, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Shane
c. Line item 72 recommended at full amount.
d. Line item 75 recommended at $385, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Shane
e. Line item 79 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Refat
f. Line item 80 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded Refat



https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCADfRUzd7qRKWp2DJ4LU49Abyk_AcYwXi078MZuRd9nk0?e=FiYzgL
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgBxddogh3G9QpQ_YeNtfuz2Aaq8qCLc1MzNvMctTU1Eu6M?e=BLn2Yi
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCRVIcxawqWSrWz1ACrUDWYAUbJ-bQu1Se9g4WUccTyebk?e=8VsFzc
https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgC1gG3hx0ScRosp_2xMvA-0ATCgzwrsXa3ah9OGDgVVeos?e=60kjNi
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g.
h.

Line item 83 recommended at Full amount

Line item 87 recommended at $70, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Payal

Line item 90 recommended at $91, motion moved by
Hope and seconded by Shane

. Line item 92 recommended at $96, motion moved by

Hope and seconded by Nikhil

Line item 112 recommended at $900, motion moved
by Payal and seconded by Shane

Line item 113 recommended at $1275, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Hope

. Line item 114 recommended at $850, motion moved

by Nikhil and seconded by Refat

Line item 115 recommended at $56, motion moved by
Refat and seconded by Hope

Line item 118 recommended at $198, motion moved
by Refat and seconded by Hope

Line item 158 recommended at $500, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Refat

Line item 159 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Shane

Line item 161 recommended at $140, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Payal

24. Appropriation#28F — Animal Legal Defense Fund
University of New Mexico Student Chapter (ALDF UNM)

a.
b.

Line item 112 recommended at full amount.

Line item 114 recommended at $1851, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Refat

Line item 114 recommended at $1720, motion moved
by Nikhil and seconded by Refat

Line item 117 recommended at full amount.

Line item 136 recommended at $1494, motion moved
by Refat and seconded by Shane


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgCP0zNu6bS3So8vLuwchdIRAbkBNemZlfjtxBY1Gaal0iA?e=DMab9F
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f. Line item 139 recommended at full amount.

g. Line item 158 recommended at $0, motion moved by
Nikhil and seconded by Refat

h. Line item 163 recommended at $105, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Refat

1. Line item 183 recommended at Full amount

j. Line item 188 recommended at full amount.

UNM

k. Line-item 208 recommended full amount
1. Line item 213 recommended at full amount.
25.Appropriation#29F — Economic Graduate Student
Organization (EGSO)
a. Line item 114 recommended at $3000, motion moved
by Hope and seconded by Shane
b. Line item 113 recommended at $1800, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Nikhil
c. Line item 112 recommended at $900, motion moved
by Shane and seconded by Nikhil
d. Line item 119 recommended at $0 Motion moved by
Shane and Seconded by Nikhil
26.Sweeping motion made by Hope by seconded by Refat,
unanimously approved

5) Closing
i. SGAO Comment — Today we have allocated around $41,194 to 19

appropriations requests. For the Fall 2026 semester, we had $100,000 for
appropriation requests, and as of now we have already allocated around $67,989
to 26 appropriation requests. Now we have around $32,011 for the rest of the
semester. So, as we move forward, let’s be mindful of our remaining funds and
make thoughtful decisions to ensure we can support students throughout the rest
of the semester.

i1.  Committee Member Comments — None.

1.  Vice-Chair Comments — Thanked the finance committee.

iv.  Chair Comment — Thanks members for their hard work.


https://unmm-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gpsafin_unm_edu/IgDfEeDofj0AQ4wJluk5WKR2AYE9788JkJFwa3CysaIcBNc?e=dOyPr6
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v. Meeting adjourned at 9:42 PM.

6) Chair’s Post Meeting Note (for Council Public Comment):
it.  Per Article XI, 2 (Posting of Minutes) of the initially approved Fall 2026
GPSA Finance Standing Rules, these minutes are posted as a DRAFT and
are pending approval by the Finance Committee at its next regular meeting.



