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Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA)
President’s Cabinet Meeting Minutes

Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2025

Time: 4:09 PM — 5:05 PM MST

Location: GPSA Conference Room & Zoom (Hybrid)
Recorder: Joseph Conteh, Chief of Staff

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 4:09 PM by Joseph Conteh, Chief of Staff, who
conducted the session on behalf of the GPSA President.

2. Indigenous Peoples’ Land and Territory Acknowledgment

The acknowledgment was read by Victor Reyes, Student Regent, recognizing that the
University of New Mexico sits on the traditional lands of Indigenous peoples and
reaffirming GPSA’s commitment to equity and inclusion.

3. Roll Call

Attendance was recorded with members present both in person and via Zoom. A quorum
was confirmed.

4. Approval of Minutes

No minutes were approved as the previous meeting did not reach quorum; no official
actions were taken.

5. Check-Ins and Updates

Each member provided a brief check-in and update (3 minutes per person). Key
highlights appear below:

Council Chair — Jacob Griego (Online)

e Constitutional revisions in progress; submission deadline set for November 3, 2025.
e Reiterated the importance of maintaining separation of powers among Executive,
Legislative, and Judicial branches.

President — Travis Broadhurst (In-person)

e Thanked members for prioritizing attendance and clarified expectations for office
hours.
e Emphasized cross-cabinet communication and mutual support.
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Chief of Staff — Joseph Conteh (In-person)

Outlined executive priorities: (1) strengthen communication/coordination; (2)
increase transparency and accountability via monthly and semester reports; (3) plan a
Fall retreat (targeting November).

Monthly report templates to be circulated; semester reports will aggregate monthly
updates.

Office Manager — Kaya Sheets (In-person)

Ordering GPSA merchandise (pens, stickers, mugs) with additional items planned
(t-shirts, tote bags).

Requested all members download and use Microsoft Teams for internal
communications.

Grants Director — Bhawana Kafle (Online)

144 Fall applications received; award notifications scheduled for October 24, 2025.
Working to clarify ambiguous Grants Code language; summer disbursement delays
resolved.

Public Relations & Development — Ashik Istiak (In-person)

Four events completed; two postponed (Paint & Sip, Gradness Fair).
Six events planned for November, including the Wellness Fair (third week).
Newsletter distribution ongoing with strong engagement.

Finance Committee — Soumyodipta Karmakar (In-person) & Caitlyn Tullar
(Online)

37 appropriations processed; over $100,000 allocated (record level).

November cycle planned; preparing Spring budget workshops with SGAO.

Boards, Committees & Elections — Wilfred Padmore Osei (In-person)

Progress in filling committee vacancies; more calls for volunteers forthcoming.
Comprehensive report to be presented at the next GPSA Council meeting; follow-up
on May 2025 resolution planned.
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Political Director — Kaitlyn Harrison (Online)

e (Coordinating capital outlay and legislative contacts; identifying discretionary funding
opportunities for sustainability projects.

e Approximately 40 UNM graduate students received state scholarships (avg. ~$4,800).

e Calendar invites may include cabinet members for visibility; attendance not
mandatory unless requested.

Attorney General — Cameron Powers (In-person)

e Drafting constitutional edits including succession and removal clauses.
e Coordinating with North Campus Liaison regarding shuttle accessibility; gathering
updates for tabling outreach.

Chief Justice — Laura-Ashley Munn (Online)

e Collaborating on constitutional/policy edits; contributed to Finance Committee
Standing Rules.
e Available to support members on judicial and procedural matters.

Legislative Steering Committee Chair — David Lonergan (Report read in absentia)
e Reported on the key goals he is currently working on; constitutional amendments, by-
laws amendments and in-person attendance of LSC committee members.

North Campus Liaison — Ruixan (Haydee) Liu (Report read in absentia)

e Coordinating with Health Sciences councils; planning a poster session and research
showcase on North Campus.
e Seeking judges, incentives, and potential guest speakers.

Sustainability Director — Isabelle Van Dyke (In-person)

e Successful Thrift Swap; remaining items to be donated to Crossroads for Women and
Animal Humane.

¢ Planning an Upcycle Studio/Fix-It Fair (late Nov/early Dec).

e Developing a Sustainability Resource Guide and Spring career fair.

Student Regent — Victor Reyes (In-person)

e Provided updates on UNM Presidential Search and student concerns about
parking/transportation.
e Invited feedback to elevate student priorities within university governance.
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6. New Business

President Broadhurst introduced the 2025-2026 GPSA Strategic Plan with nine
campus-wide goals. Members are invited to submit feedback and propose additional
priorities prior to the next meeting.

7. Discussion & Announcements

Members discussed the feasibility of bi-weekly stipend payments for TAs/RAs; changes
must be negotiated through the Graduate Workers Union and university administration.

Acknowledged record engagement across committees and historic finance allocations. A
light-hearted suggestion for pizza at future meetings was noted.

8. Adjournment

With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:05 PM MST

Minutes prepared by:
Joseph Conteh
Chief of Staff, GPSA
Date: October 23, 2025



