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Link: https://unm.zoom.us/j/98931565308  | Friday, March 27, 2026 | 11:00am – 12:00pm MST Location: 

GPSA-Conference Room and Zoom (Hybrid)   

GPSA President's Cabinet Meeting Minutes 

Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 

Time: 11:00 AM - 12:04 PM MST 

Location: GPSA Conference Room and Zoom (Hybrid) 

Called to Order: 11:12 AM by Chief of Staff Joseph Conteh 

Presiding: President Travis Broadhurst 

Recording Secretary: Chief of Staff Joseph Conteh 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 11:12 AM by Chief of Staff Joseph Conteh. The following 

members were present and absent: 

Member Status 

Travis Broadhurst, President Present 

Joseph Conteh, Chief of Staff Present 

Isabelle Van Dyke, Sustainability Director Present 

Wilfred Padmore Osei, Director of Boards & 

Elections 

Present 

Bhawana Kafle, Grants Director Present 

Ashik Istiak, PR & Development Director Present 

Soumyodipta Karmakar, Finance Committee 

Chair 

Present (arrived during meeting) 

Jacob Griego, Council Chair Absent 

Jim Williams, Chief Justice Absent (not invited) 

David Lonergan, LSC Chair Absent 

Ruixan (Haydee) Liu, North Campus Liaison Absent (grant proposal work) 

Kaitlyn Harrison, Political Director Absent (class conflict) 

Cameron Powers, Attorney General Absent 

b. Confirmation of Quorum 

A quorum was confirmed with the members present, allowing the meeting to proceed with official 

business. 

https://unm.zoom.us/j/98931565308
https://unm.zoom.us/j/98931565308
https://unm.zoom.us/j/98931565308
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c. Approval of Agenda 

The Chief of Staff noted a correction needed on the agenda under the Finance Committee listing. The 

agenda listed "Charlotte" which was incorrect. A motion was made by Wilfred Padmore Osei and 

seconded by Bhawana Kafle to amend the agenda to reflect the correct Finance Committee 

representation. The motion carried unanimously. The corrected agenda was then approved by motion 

from Travis Broadhurst and seconded by Wilfred Padmore Osei. 

d. Indigenous Peoples' Land and Territory Acknowledgement 

President Travis Broadhurst read the Indigenous Peoples' Land and Territory Acknowledgement: 

Founded in 1889, The University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of 

the Pueblo of Sandia, the original peoples of New Mexico, Pueblo, Navajo, and 

Apache since time immemorial, had deep connections to the land and have made 

significant contributions to the broader community statewide. We honor the land itself 

and those who remain stewards of this land throughout the generations, and also 

acknowledge our continued committed relationship to Indigenous peoples. We 

gratefully recognize our history. 

II. Opening Business 

a. Approval of Last Meeting's Minutes 

A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting was made by Wilfred Padmore Osei and 

seconded by Travis Broadhurst. The motion carried unanimously. 

b. Public Comments 

There were no public comments registered for this meeting. 

III. Officers Reports 

a. Council Chair - Jacob Griego (Invite) 

Council Chair Jacob Griego was not present at the meeting. No report was submitted. The Chief of 

Staff confirmed he had not received any report from Council Chair Griego. 

b. Chief Justice - Jim Williams (Invite) 

Chief Justice Jim Williams was not present. The President noted that he had forgotten to invite Chief 

Justice Williams to this month's meeting but had invited him to the upcoming meeting. No report was 

provided. 

c. Legislative Steering Committee Chair - David Lonergan (Invite) 

LSC Chair David Lonergan was not present at the meeting. No report was submitted. 

d. President - Travis Broadhurst 

President Broadhurst provided a comprehensive report on several significant developments: 

United Graduate Workers Union Spring Bargaining 
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The Grad Workers Union has begun their spring bargaining process. While GPSA cannot take an 

official stance on bargaining, the President emphasized GPSA's role in educating and communicating 

with graduate students. Informational sheets about bargaining priorities were made available in the 

office, covering key issues including: 

•  Higher raises for graduate workers 

•  Inclusion of research assistants in raises 

•  Setting equal pay schedules for all graduate students (addressing discrepancies between 

monthly and biweekly pay) 

•  Clarifying post-master's rate eligibility across departments 

Tuition Increase Prevention 

President Broadhurst reported a major victory in preventing a proposed 1% tuition increase. The 

Tuition and Fee Committee, which includes the GPSA President and the undergraduate student body 

president, voted unanimously against the increase. This vote then went to the Budget Leadership 

Team, which also voted by simple majority to prevent the increase. Despite the President's office 

recommending the increase to the Board of Regents, a joint letter signed by GPSA leadership, the 

undergraduate student body president, vice president, and undergraduate senate president was sent to 

the Board of Regents. The Board of Regents ultimately voted against the tuition increase, meaning 

there will be no tuition increase for the upcoming academic year. 

Institutional Bonds Update 

Two institutional bonds are being proposed for the new Humanities Building and Johnson Center 

renovations. Initially, students were told these would replace existing bonds without increasing 

student fees. However, the final proposal indicated that Opportunity and Lottery scholarship recipients 

would see a $60 annual fee increase. GPSA leadership successfully petitioned the Board of Regents to 

table this proposal for further review. They are now exploring alternative funding solutions that would 

not levy additional student fees. 

e. Chief of Staff - Joseph Conteh 

Chief of Staff Joseph Conteh reported on the following items: 

Sarah Bell Brand Community Service Award Nomination 

The Chief of Staff announced his nomination for the Sarah Bell Brand Award for Community Service, 

nominated by President Broadhurst. The award ceremony will take place on April 15th at 5:30 PM. 

All cabinet members were invited to attend. 

Roadrunner Food Bank Volunteer Initiative 

An initiative was launched to guide students in volunteering at the Roadrunner Food Bank. The first 

batch included 3 undergraduate students and 4 graduate students who completed over 70 hours of 

volunteering. The Food Bank expressed appreciation for the efforts. The Chief of Staff noted plans to 

intensify promotion of this program from the GPSA level to increase student participation. Volunteers 

will be recognized by the City of Albuquerque Volunteering Board. 

Annual Report Preparation 

With the semester ending, the Chief of Staff reminded everyone about the annual report requirement. 

He and President Broadhurst will be finalizing the report format. Since most directors submitted fall 
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semester reports, the spring reports should be relatively easy to complete by building upon the 

existing submissions. 

GPSA Recognition Ceremonies 

Two recognition events are planned: the traditional university-wide ceremony where GPSA gives out 

up to five special awards, and a new GPSA-specific recognition ceremony being organized by the 

Chief of Staff. The GPSA-specific event will recognize volunteer students, board and commission 

members, grant readers, LSC committee members, and legislators who helped pass bills. This event is 

planned for early April. 

Meeting Format Update 

Starting next month, the Zoom link will not be included on the agenda by default. Members wishing 

to attend virtually must notify the Chief of Staff at least 24 hours in advance to receive the link. 

Members were also encouraged to come to the office for their office hours. 

f. Sustainability Director - Isabelle Van Dyke 

Sustainability Director Isabelle Van Dyke reported on several initiatives: 

•  First Sustainability Advisory Council meeting held successfully. GPSA received recognition for 

accomplishments at UNM Day, specifically regarding irrigation sensors and solar panel 

funding. The next meeting is scheduled for May 15th at 9:30 AM. 

•  Waste audit completed two weeks prior, sorting through 227 pounds of waste. An infographic 

will be created to share findings, with the goal of securing more recycling bins in the SUB 

with proper sorting signage. 

•  Sustainability Career Fair rescheduled to April 22nd (same time and location). 

•  Sustainability Expo scheduled for April 23rd at Cornell Mall from 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM. 

GPSA is registered for tabling, and additional representation is welcome. 

•  A ball pit game activity is planned for the Sustainability Expo. 

The Chief of Staff reminded Director Van Dyke to coordinate with Kaya for promotional materials 

and to ensure all events are added to the shared Google calendar. 

g. North-Campus Liaison - Ruixan (Haydee) Liu 

North Campus Liaison Haydee Liu was unable to attend due to working on a new grant proposal. She 

submitted a written report which was read by the President, Travis: 

I recently completed the graduate student poster session, which was a great success. 

We were able to engage a strong group of participants, and the raffle giveaways 

added a fun and interactive element to the event. Overall, the outcome reflected a 

collaborative effort, and I'd like to acknowledge the support from GPSA and Office of 

Graduate Studies in making this event possible. Looking ahead, I plan to continue 

supporting GPSA initiatives on North Campus. In particular, I'm interested in helping 

organize and contribute to future events, including those involving the dental hygiene 

program, to further strengthen engagement and representation across disciplines. 

The Chief of Staff noted that Haydee did an excellent job communicating with North Campus 

students about the poster showcase, with more than half of the participants being North Campus 

students - a significant improvement from previous years where main campus students dominated. 
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h. Political Director - Kaitlyn Harrison 

Political Director Kaitlyn Harrison was unable to attend due to a class conflict. President Broadhurst 

provided her report: 

Capital Outlay Bill Signed 

The Governor signed the capital outlay bill, officially confirming funding for GPSA's rainwater 

sensors and solar panels project. This funding had been pledged previously but was subject to 

potential veto. 

School of Law Solar Panel Initiative 

A student from the School of Law reached out requesting solar panels on the law building roof, 

inspired by GPSA's success with the SUB solar project. State funding and private funding from law 

alumni are being explored as potential sources. 

Graduate Scholarship Act 

The bill to increase funding for the Graduate Scholarship Act did not pass and did not reach the 

Senate Finance Committee. The experience highlighted the need to start such legislative efforts earlier 

in the year. Future administrations should begin work on similar bills by August if they wish to pursue 

several million dollar allocations. 

House Memorial 4 - Health Care Feasibility Study 

GPSA helped the Grad Workers Union support House Memorial 4, which commissions a feasibility 

study on providing health care to every graduate worker in New Mexico. Currently, UNM graduate 

workers receive health insurance, but those at New Mexico State, Highlands, Western, and New 

Mexico Tech do not. The study will examine the cost of extending health care (including vision and 

dental) to all graduate workers statewide. The memorial passed on the final day of the legislative 

session. 

i. Director of Boards, Committees & Elections - Wilfred Padmore Osei 

Director Wilfred Padmore Osei reported: 

Elections Update 

Elections have been the primary focus this month. A candidates forum was held successfully. Voting 

began on Monday and closes at 5:00 PM today. Vote tallying with Ryan will take place after 5:00 PM, 

with results to be reported to Council tomorrow. 

Council Chair Election 

The Council Chair election is scheduled for April 25th (not this Saturday as some had understood). 

Candidates will give speeches on Saturday, April 11th, with Council members able to ask questions. 

The actual election will be held at the next Council meeting to allow time for credentialing and 

verification of LSC representatives. 

Bylaws Discussion 

A significant discussion ensued regarding upcoming bylaws revisions. Key points: 

•  A day-long bylaws review session is scheduled for Saturday, April 11th. All cabinet members 

are welcome to attend and provide feedback. 



GPSA President's Cabinet Meeting Minutes 

6 

•  Wilfred raised a point from his semester report about clarifying procedures for recruiting people 

to boards and committees, referencing past challenges with the research committee. 

•  Finance Committee Chair Soumyodipta Karmakar (present as Shomo) discussed his previously 

submitted bylaw amendments related to finance code that were not approved by LSC. He was 

advised to submit separate bills for each distinct change rather than combining multiple 

modifications into one bill. 

•  The deadline for submitting bylaw amendment proposals is April 8th. 

•  Wilfred clarified that amendments from the same section (e.g., all finance code changes) can be 

on one bill, but changes from different sections require separate bills. 

j. Attorney General - Cameron Powers 

Attorney General Cameron Powers was not present. No report was submitted. However, the President 

noted that the Attorney General, Chief Justice, Chief of Staff, and himself are all assisting the 

Legislative Branch with editing the bylaws. 

k. Grants Director - Bhawana Kafle 

Grants Director Bhawana Kafle (who had joined remotely) reported: 

•  Grant reviewers have completed their review of the Spring 2026 cycle applications. 

•  The Grants Committee is finalizing their review process. 

•  A Grants Committee meeting was scheduled for today to finalize all awardees. 

•  Grant awards will be announced on Monday, March 30th. 

•  HSC (Health Sciences Center) Grant applications will open next week. 

•  Bylaw amendments related to the grants code are being prepared for the April 8th LSC 

deadline. 

The President encouraged Director Kafle to attend the April 11th bylaws session, noting that the 

current LSC is very active and likely to have questions about any proposed changes. 

l. Finance Committee - Soumyodipta Karmakar 

Finance Committee Chair Soumyodipta Karmakar (Soumyo) reported: 

•  While he was away at a conference last month, Finance Vice Chair Charlotte Auh handled the 

annual budget hearing and March appropriations. 

•  Approximately $251,000 was initially approved for the annual budget for the next fiscal year, 

covering GPSA salaries, stipends, and other CSO annual expenses. 

•  Three CSO appropriations were initially approved. These will be presented to Council members 

tomorrow. 

•  One final appropriation hearing remains on April 21st (Tuesday). 

•  Approximately $47,000-$50,000 remains available for the April appropriation cycle. 

•  CSOs planning summer events are eligible to request funding, provided all IRS documentation 

is submitted by May 31st. 

Shomo also discussed his intention to resubmit bylaw amendments related to the Finance Committee 

code, seeking guidance on whether to include them in the current bylaws review process or submit 
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them separately. He was advised to submit separate bills for each change and to attend the April 11th 

meeting to explain his proposals in person. 

m. Public Relations & Development Director - Ashik Istiak 

PR Director Ashik Istiak expressed gratitude to Travis, Joseph, and Kaya for their support during a 

recent illness that caused him to miss the previous cabinet meeting. He then reported on events and 

upcoming activities: 

March Events 

•  Poster Workshop - March 4th 

•  Waste Audit - March 10th 

•  Graduate Poster Showcase - March 12th 

•  North Campus Trivia - Recently completed 

He noted that while four events is fewer than typical for GPSA, spring break limited the scheduling 

possibilities. All events were successfully completed with support from the team. 

Graduate Student Appreciation Week 

The biggest event of the semester is approaching - Graduate Student Appreciation Week, featuring 

back-to-back events over five days. All venue and food bookings are confirmed. Promotion will begin 

immediately following the election promotion period. Director Istiak requested help from all cabinet 

members, emphasizing that with five events in one week, team support is essential. 

IV. Other Information/Announcements 

Upcoming Cabinet Meeting 

The next cabinet meeting is scheduled for April 25, 2026. Calendar invites have been sent. 

Final Cabinet Meeting / Officer Induction 

President Broadhurst proposed a final fun cabinet meeting on the morning of May 16th (9:00-10:30 

AM), before the officer induction ceremony at 11:00 AM. This would serve as a celebration of the 

year's accomplishments. Breakfast burritos would be provided. Director Istiak noted he has a TA 

workshop that day but would still want his burrito saved. The Chief of Staff confirmed that the 

induction ceremony itself is primarily for the transition between outgoing and incoming officers, but 

the cabinet meeting would be a team appreciation event. 

Bylaws Review Session - April 11th 

A full-day bylaws review session will be held on Saturday, April 11th. All cabinet members interested 

in contributing to the bylaws revision process are encouraged to attend. Proposed amendments must 

be submitted by April 8th. 

LSC Speaking Procedure Reminder 

The President reminded everyone that when presenting bills to the Legislative Steering Committee, 

each sponsor is typically allowed to speak twice per bill (unless answering questions). It is important 

to prepare comprehensive explanations and say everything needed when recognized. Submitting 

separate bills for distinct changes provides additional opportunities to speak. 
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Event Attendance Expectation 

The Chief of Staff reminded cabinet members of the expectation to attend at least one event per 

month, emphasizing that Graduate Student Appreciation Week (with five events) provides ample 

opportunity to meet this requirement. 

V. Adjournment 

With no further comments or questions, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:04 PM MST. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph Conteh 

Chief of Staff, GPSA 

 

Next Meeting: Friday, April 24, 2026 

Time: 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM MST 

Location: GPSA Conference Room and Zoom (Hybrid) 

Bylaws Review Session: Saturday, April 11, 2026 (All Day) 

 


