z2 GPSA

Graduate & Professional Student Association

GPSA President’s Cabinet Meeting

Link: https://unm.zoom.us/1/95285590395 | Friday, February 27, 2026 | 11:00am — 12:00pm MST
Location: GPSA-Conference Room and Zoom (Hybrid)

Minutes

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 11:09 AM.

a. Roll Call

Present:

* Travis Broadhurst, President (via Zoom)

* Joseph Conteh, Chief of Staff

* Ruixan (Haydee) Liu, North Campus Liaison

» Bhawana Kafle, Grants Director

* Charlotte O, Finance Committee Vice Chair

 Wilfred Padmore Osei, Director of Boards, Committees & Elections (via Zoom)

* Jim Williams, Chief Justice (via Zoom)

Absent / Excused:

* Jacob Griego, Council Chair (Invited)

* David Lonergan, Legislative Steering Committee Chair (Invited)
» [sabelle Van Dyke, Sustainability Director

» Kaitlyn Harrison, Political Director

* Ashik Istiak, Public Relations & Development Director

» Cameron Powers, Attorney General (late due to class)

b. Confirmation of Quorum

Quorum was confirmed with six executive members present.


https://unm.zoom.us/j/93331436616
https://unm.zoom.us/j/95285590395
https://unm.zoom.us/j/98928600276

c. Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved by motion and second.

d. Indigenous Peoples' Land and Territory Acknowledgement

The land acknowledgment was read by Ruixan (Haydee) Liu, recognizing the traditional
homelands of the Indigenous peoples of New Mexico, including the Pueblo of Neshanit, Navajo,

and Apache.

I1. Opening Business

a. Approval of Last Meeting's Minutes

Minutes were approved with a motion by Jim Williams and second by another member.
b. Public Comments

None.

II1. Officers Reports

a. Council Chair — Jacob Griego

Not present; no report.

b. Chief Justice — Jim Williams
* No specific report at this time.

 Will begin reviewing bylaws for possible revisions and cleanup.

c. Legislative Steering Committee — David Lonergan

Not present; no report.

d. President — Travis Broadhurst

* North Campus Poster Showcase: Graduate Studies reported record submission numbers
exceeding ballroom capacity for the first time in event history; strong North Campus
engagement noted.

* Dental Cleaning Program: Officially approved. Will raffle five coupons per GPSA event



(March—May) for free dental cleanings covered by GPSA. Program launches March 2025; email
announcement scheduled for March 2nd.

* Tuition & Fees: Successfully advocated with undergraduate student body president to
maintain current tuition/fee schedule for next year; Budget Leadership Team approved freeze by
one vote.

* Search Committees: Serving on Provost search committee; Jacob Griego serving on UNM
President search committee; Campus Recreation Director search concluding (voting next week).
* Assistantship Policy Update: New bylaws language will require students in elected/appointed
GPSA positions with assistantships to choose between keeping external assistantships (serving
unpaid) or accepting GPSA assistantship (dropping external), to maintain FTE compliance for
domestic and international students.

* Reminders: Encouraged attendance at office hours (3 hours/week), one-on-one meetings with

Chief of Staff, and Saturday Council meetings (last Saturday of each month, 10:00 AM).

e. Chief of Staff — Joseph Conteh

* Emphasized importance of in-person attendance for effective communication.

 Will implement attendance policy requiring email notification when unable to attend executive
meetings.

* Requested prompt acceptance/decline of calendar invites to avoid scheduling conflicts.

* Planning GPSA Internal Recognition Program for Graduate Appreciation Week (April 6—-10) to
honor legislators and committee members; proposed for Ballroom B&C on Thursday (pending
finalization).

* Scheduling one-on-one meetings with officers.

f. Sustainability Director — Isabelle Van Dyke

Not present. Report provided by President Broadhurst:

» Waste Audit scheduled for March 10th at SUB (second annual); 90-minute volunteer slots
available.

* Sustainability Council officially established with four students (GPSA and ASUNM
sustainability directors hold permanent seats).

* Planning Fix-It Fair for end of month with Environmental Health & Safety.



g. North-Campus Liaison — Ruixan (Haydee) Liu

* Distributed poster workshop materials to HSC and program directors.

* Coordinating with Graduate Office on Graduate Poster Showcase; acceptance letters sent to
applicants.

* Had to leave early for 1:00 PM seminar commitment.

h. Political Director — Kaitlyn Harrison

Not present. Report provided by President Broadhurst:

» House Memorial 4 passed New Mexico legislature, allocating funds for feasibility study on
healthcare coverage for all state graduate workers.

* Appropriations bill for graduate scholarship funding passed Education Committee
unanimously but died in Senate Finance Committee; to be reintroduced next year.

* Capital Outlay request: Received $325,000 (nearly double the $175,000 requested) for

rainwater sensors and solar panel expansion on SUB roof.

i. Director of Boards, Committees & Elections — Wilfred Padmore Osei

* Parking Advisory: Proposing marginal parking pass adjustment (~$8) for 2026-27 academic
year; renovation/expansion of parking facilities planned.

* Teaching Enhancement Committee: 25 applicants for Susan D. Roberts Teaching Excellence
Award; top 5 graduating instructors selected; ceremony in April.

* Campus Design & Review Committee: Conducted two site visits to School of Performing
Arts construction site (across from Johnson Field). Phase 1 completion planned for December
2025 (theater and classrooms); temporary parking to return before Phase 2 plaza construction.
* Senate Graduate & Professional Committee: Approved new programs: National Security
and Intelligence Analysis graduate certificate, Ethical Al for Autonomous Systems certificate;
approved course revisions for Political Science, History, Chicana/Chicano Studies PhD, and
Occupational Therapy MBA to PMBA.

* Elections: Closed applications February 21st. Presidential candidates: Travis Broadhurst
(incumbent) and Marissa Page. Council Chair candidate: Charlotte O. Elections Committee

nominations: Rashida Jaga and Nicholas Chavez (pending Council approval).



j. Attorney General — Cameron Powers

Joined the Zoom link at 11:58 AM

k. Grants Director — Bhawana Kafle

* Spring grant process proceeding on schedule.

* Reviews being completed by March 9th; committee will finalize awardees thereafter.
» Working on template improvements for disbursement process.

» Will submit finalized materials to President and Chief of Staff for approval before

Legislative/Council review.

I. Finance Committee — Charlotte O

» Approved 22 appropriations at last meeting; extensive report scheduled for next Council
meeting.

* Next Finance Committee meeting scheduled for March 10th.

* Approximately $50,000 remaining of $100,000 budget to allocate.

m. Public Relations & Development Director — Ashik Istiak

Not present. Report provided by President Broadhurst:

* Hosted seven events past month: Environmental Health & Safety tabling, Be Kind UNM
fundraising, Valentine’s Day Arts & Crafts Fair, UN Day, Grad Workers Union trivia (~30
attendees), Club 89 music showcase featuring award-winning graduate student performers.

* Upcoming: Poster workshops, Graduate Poster Showcase (March 4, 10, 12), Waste Audit
(March 10), North Campus trivia (late March), Graduate Student Appreciation Week (April 6—
10).

IV. Other Information/Announcements

* End-of-Year Survey: Proposal to conduct feedback survey in second half of April regarding
event effectiveness; suggestion to offer 10 dental cleaning coupons as raffle incentives for
survey completion.

* GA Position Policy: Clarification that new assistantship restrictions will be incorporated into

bylaws rather than Constitution (which has already passed Council and goes to student body



vote).

* One-on-One Meetings: Joseph Conteh scheduling individual check-ins with officers; Chief

Justice Jim Williams requested for follow-up.

Meeting adjourned at 11:57 AM (MST).



