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WHO WE ARE
G R A D U A T E  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T U D E N T
A S S O C I A T I O N  ( G P S A )

We offer grants for research, travel, and conference expenses.

We offer funds to support graduate student organizations.

We offer free computer pod services in our office.

We advocate for YOU at University Administration Meetings 

GPSA is the official student government of all Graduate and Professional

Students at UNM. We strive to support and promote YOUR interests and

concerns on all university affairs. We offer several resources dedicated to

advocacy, education, and financial support because we want YOU to

succeed. For more information, visit www.gpsa.unm.edu.

What we do to support YOU:

     and at the State Legislature.  

T H E  S U M M E R

N E E D  T O  K N O W

Page 2. GPSA and
Community
Announcements

Page 3. Meet the

2022-2023 GPSA Team

Page 4. Learn about 2022-

2023 GPSA Initiatives

To be included in the

next issue of the GPSA

Communiqué on August

20, please email

gpsapr@unm.edu by

August 18. 

Enjoy this summer
edition of the
Communique! Bi-
weekly newsletters
will return in the fall
semester.
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Shaikh Ahmad1.
PRESIDENT

M E E T  T H E  T E A M

Shaikh is a master’s student in the MS-ISA program. He obtained a BBA
with a minor in Sustainability Studies at UNM. In addition to being the
GPSA President, he is also working as a Project Assistant for Project for
New Mexico Graduates of Color (PNMGC) this summer. He aspires to
become a Philanthropist someday. As a UNM student he held multiple
administrative positions like GPSA Lobby Chair and founding member
of the Association for Sustainability at UNM. He ran for GPSA President
to accentuate and enhance the rights of minority groups along with
general student welfare. His administration will work on spreading a
message of inclusion, equality, and diversity! 

Andrea is entering her second and final year of her graduate studies as a
dual-degree master's student, for she is pursuing her MBA and MPP. The
former track and field student-athlete previously held a Senator seat in
ASUNM in 2021, and was a member of the GPSA Elections Committee.
She is from a town just east of Philadelphia, and graduated with a BA in
Human Resources during her undergraduate studies. She is committed
to putting her legislative knowledge and passion to the Chief of Staff
position this academic year.

Ayonitoluwa "Ayoni" Oyenuga was born in Ibadan, Oyo State. She has a
bachelor's degree in Estate Management from Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife. Before starting her graduate degree in Community
and Regional Planning at UNM, she worked as Head of Operations at a
mortgage firm focused on providing financial services to low- and
middle-income earners looking to become homeowners. Now focusing
more on the field of planning, she is interested in improving quality of
life through neighborhood plans for communities, comprehensive
plans on a larger scale and transportation planning that includes
multimodal initiatives.

Hallie is a graduate student in Public Policy who completed her
undergraduate coursework at UNM in 2018, majoring in International
Studies and Sociology. During her undergrad, she served as resident
advisor and ASUNM Senator. Between undergrad and grad school, Hallie
served in the US Peace Corps in The Gambia as a Community Health
Specialist. In addition to her role with GPSA, she works with a local
nonprofit that work with refugees and newcomers in the Albuquerque
community.  She is looking forward to serving the graduate community.

Jarrod Ronquillo is pursuing a Ph.D. in chemical engineering as a GEM
Fellow. He was Captain and President of the Lobo Ice Hockey team,
where the team made it to the national tournament! He is also an
engineer at Los Alamos National Laboratory where he researches
sustainable energy. He plans to bring all this experience in  order to
create a more inclusive, and sustainable campus with equal
opportunities!

2. Andrea Benites
CHIEF OF STAFF

3. Ayoni Oyenuga
GRANTS DIRECTOR

4. Hallie Brown
PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR

5. Jarrod Ronquillo
COUNCIL CHAIR
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