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A  B I W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R
F O R  S T U D E N T S ,  B Y  S T U D E N T S
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WHO WE ARE
G R A D U A T E  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T U D E N T
A S S O C I A T I O N  ( G P S A )

We offer grants for research, travel, and conference expenses.

We offer funds to support graduate student organizations.

We offer free computer pod services in our office.

We advocate for YOU at University Administration Meetings 

GPSA is the official student government of all Graduate and Professional

Students at UNM. We strive to support and promote YOUR interests and

concerns on all university affairs. We offer several resources dedicated to

advocacy, education, and financial support because we want YOU to

succeed. For more information, visit www.gpsa.unm.edu.

What we do to support YOU:

     and at the State Legislature.  

T H E  B I W E E K L Y

N E E D  T O  K N O W

Pages 2-4. Read about the

2022-2023 council chair

candidates!

Page 8-10. Read updates from

United Grad Workers.

Pages 11. Read about course

offerings for Fall 2022 and Spring

2023.

Page 18. Get information about

the Campus Lobo Food Pantry.

To be included in the final issue

of the GPSA Communiqué for

the 2021-2022 school year on

May 4, email  us at

gpsapr@unm.edu by May 2.
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G P S A  A N O U N C E M E N T
L E A R N  A B O U T  T H E  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  C O U N C I L  C H A I R

C A N D I D A T E S

Joseph is currently a graduate student at the School of

Engineering here at The University of New Mexico. He obtained

his bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from Ambrose Ali

University, Nigeria. Joseph is a willing and eager learner, not

afraid of taking on new challenges and responsibilities – he

believes if one isn’t failing at something, they are not learning

new things. 

Joseph strives to become a better version of himself with every

opportunity because he accepts his imperfection, hence does not

expect perfection from anyone; he believes in giving his best in

every situation.

Joseph is a Christian and a lover of people; he believes his words

should leave people better than he met them, not worse.

Joseph Ikogho 1.

1. Joseph Ikogho
2. Aaron Cowan
3. Ansely Emeanuwa 
4. Sriram Thotakura
5. Jarrod Ronquillo 
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G P S A  A N O U N C E M E N T
L E A R N  A B O U T  T H E  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  C O U N C I L  C H A I R

C A N D I D A T E S

Hello! My name is Ansely Emeanuwa, and I'm running for GPSA

Student Council Chair 2022-23

My plan is to make sure that students voices get heard. Coming

out from the pandemic, it's been hard

for Grads Students to achieve their goals. So, my plan is to make

sure that those goal happen. By

spending most of my life giving back to the community and

raising money for supplies for APS students, I

was able to change students’ lives and I would like to continue

the same energy for grad students. So,

join me as we make a change to UNM.

3.     Ansely Emeanuwa

Aaron Cowan is the Council Chair at present and has served on

GPSA since 2018 as the Research Grants Chair, the Elections

Chair, and the Legislative Steering Committee Chair. He is a

fourth-year doctoral student, having completed a master's

degree in Public Administration, and a second master’s degree in

Learning Sciences. His number one priority remains ensuring that

graduate students receive the funding that they need and

deserve in order to advance their educational goals, which

requires an expansion of the caps on our existing grants. He also

wants to modernize our legal code and secure our financial

future. .

2.     Aaron Cowan 
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G P S A  A N O U N C E M E N T
L E A R N  A B O U T  T H E  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  C O U N C I L  C H A I R

C A N D I D A T E S

 Pleasure to meet you, my name is Jarrod Ronquillo, and I am

running for GPSA 2022 Council Chair. As a member of your

elected student government, I would lead with inclusivity and

sustainability. I have extensive experience working with both

ASUNM and GPSA as the President of the Lobo Ice Hockey Team.

Conducting meetings and handling a six-figure budget for three

years has made me a huge advocate for club’s across UNM. As

GPSA Council Chair I will advocate for every club to have an

equal voice, so they may receive the deserved support to be

successful! Thank you! 

 

5.      Jarrod Ronquillo

Sriram is an international student pursuing his PhD in Computer

Engineering with a research focus in hardware security. He

received his masters in Computer Engineering from UNM in

Spring 2021.

 He is running for GPSA's council chair position on the platform

of transparency and accountability to improve and better lead

our legislative branch. 

 He wants to work with our entire GPSA team to improve the

participation of RDSAs on council. He also wants to work in

conjunction with executive team to achieve their goals and to

improve the campus environment for graduate students.

4.      Sriram Thotakura
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Free Tickets in the
GPSA Office! 

SUB Suite 1021
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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  U N I T E D  G R A D  W O R K E R S

We are going to the bargaining table with UNM on May
4th! All next week, United Grad Workers will be tabling

all around campus with free coffee and donuts - come

by to chat with us about the new contract! We will also

be handing out STICKERS that you can wear on May 4th

to show your support! If you aren’t able to come by one of

the tables, you can contact your department steward for

stickers. We will also be holding a union potluck on
Saturday, April 23, 1-4pm at Roosevelt Park (500 Spruce
St. SE). For more detailed updates and to provide your

input on bargaining, come to our General Membership

Meeting on Thursday, April 23, at 5:30pm.
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https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/
https://unm.zoom.us/j/97630850585?pwd=R2paRElsRlV4eW5WYVM1OE1KMzVEdz09#success


C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

9



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

10



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

11



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

12



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

13



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

14



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

15

R E G I S T E R :  H T T P S : / / W W W . A S P A N E T . O R G / W E B I N A R S # N E W M E X I C O
 

A  M O D E L  F O R  E V I D E N C E - B A S E D  P E R F O R M A N C E  M A N A G E M E N T :  
T H E  N E W  M E X I C O  L E G I S L A T I V E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

T H E R E  I S  A  G R E A T  D E A L  T H A T  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S  A N D  P R O F E S S I O N A L S  W O R K I N G  I N  P R O G R A M
E V A L U A T I O N  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E  M E A S U R E M E N T  C A N  L E A R N  F R O M  T H E  N E W  M E X I C O  L E G I S L A T I V E

F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  ( L F C ) ,  W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 2 2  C E N T E R  F O R  P E R F O R M A N C E  A N D  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y
( C A P )  O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  L E A D E R S H I P  A W A R D .  T H E  L F C  H A S  B E E N  W O R K I N G  O N  V A R I O U S  P E R F O R M A N C E

I M P R O V E M E N T ,  P R O G R A M  E V A L U A T I O N  A N D  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  P R O J E C T S  F O R  M O R E  T H A N  2 0  Y E A R S .
T H E I R  W O R K  H A S  D E M O N S T R A T E D  A  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  E V I D E N C E - B A S E D  B U D G E T  D E C I S I O N - M A K I N G ,

W H I C H ,  A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E  P E W  C H A R I T A B L E  T R U S T ' S  R E S U L T S  F I R S T  I N I T I A T I V E ,  M A K E S  N E W  M E X I C O  A
L E A D E R  I N  E V I D E N C E - B A S E D  P O L I C Y M A K I N G .  T H I S  W E B I N A R ,  C O - S P O N S O R E D  B Y  C A P  A N D  T H E

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  M E X I C O  S C H O O L  O F  P U B L I C  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  ( S P A ) ,  W I L L  E X P L O R E  T H E  L F C ’ S
I N N O V A T I V E  D A T A  A N A L Y S I S  A N D  P R E S E N T A T I O N  A P P R O A C H E S  D U R I N G  L E G I S L A T I V E  H E A R I N G S ,  A S

W E L L  A S  I T S  L A T E S T  E N D E A V O R :  A  P E R F O R M A N C E - D R I V E N  L E G I S L A T I V E  S T A T  S Y S T E M .



C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

16

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  E V A L U A T I O N  L A B

The course is cross-listed to allow you to obtain credit towards your degree.
Hands-on experience designing and implementing an evaluation project for
a New Mexico non-profit
Marketable and valuable evaluation skills to list on your resume
A $500 stipend in each semester ($1000 in total)
Work under the mentorship of trained evaluators at UNM

The Evaluation Lab (PUBP 502) is now accepting Fellowship applications -
apply to join the 2022-2023 cohort of graduate students today!

Students in the Evaluation Lab receive high quality program evaluation
training and work hands-on with community organizations in New Mexico. The
course harnesses the rigorous analytical and quantitative skills of academia to
serve the public good. 

Students accepted into the program enroll in a two-semester Evaluation Lab
course sequence that emphasizes collaborative and culturally competent
problem-solving, robust data analysis, and creative ways of communicating
technical information, applied to a community organization’s evaluation
project. 

What you can get out of it?

Learn more about the Evaluation Lab and check out the application website to
join! (www.evallab.unm.edu) 

If you have any questions, email Claudia Diaz Fuentes at claudiadf@unm.edu
for more information.

http://catalog.unm.edu/catalogs/2021-2022/courses/PUBP/502.html
https://evallab.unm.edu/for-students/evaluation-lab-fellowship-information.html
http://evallab.unm.edu/for-students/information-for-students.html
http://evallab.unm.edu/for-students/evaluation-lab-fellowship-information.html
http://www.evallab.unm.edu/
mailto:claudiadf@unm.edu
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/survey/
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P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  A N  I R B - A P P R O V E D  S T U D Y

This modified Critical Incident Technique study will investigate the lived experiences of graduate

students in their myriad roles as learners, researchers, instructors, and more. We will ask UNM

graduate students to complete a preliminary online survey that will ask them for some

demographic information and to schedule a virtual interview. The survey will include a consent

form that acknowledges that they are free to withdraw their participation at any time and that: 

 

·        Their participation in the study is entirely voluntary. 

·        They are free to refuse to answer any part of any question at any time. 

·        They are free to withdraw from the study at any time. 

·        Their responses will be kept strictly confidential and will be used only for scholarly research

and to improve library services. 

·        Excerpts of this survey may be made part of a final research paper or journal articles.  

 

The subsequent interviews will last 1-1.5 hours and ask them to tell us stories about their activities

and experiences as UNM graduate students. The interviews are designed to draw out personal

narratives that include graduate students’ thoughts, feelings, and behaviors as they reflect on their

academic lives and their research needs.  

 

Our research team will prompt them to consider questions such as the following: 

 

·        Can you describe your graduate student activities over the last few weeks? 

·        What are recent significant experiences you have had related to your research and/or

instruction? 

o   Why are these experiences significant to you? 

o   What happened and where did it happen? 

o   What outcomes did these events have? 

o   How did these events contribute to or hinder your success as a UNM graduate student? 

·        How would you characterize your relationship to the University Libraries?   

 

If you consent to help us promote our study to students in your departments (or if you have any

questions), please contact Mark Emmons at 505-277-6674 or at emmons@unm.edu.  

 

Thank you, 

Mark Emmons 

 

Principal Investigator: Mark Emmons 

Responsible faculty: Olivia Baca, Liz Cooper, Teresa Neely, Holly Surbaugh 

Study Title: Investigating the lived experiences of graduate students at UNM 

IRB #: 1870550 

mailto:emmons@unm.edu
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/survey/
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L O O K I N G  F O R  O T H E R  R E S O U R C E S ?

African American Student Services (AASS)

American Indian Student Services (AISS)

Asian American Pacific Islander Resource Center (AAPIRC)

Associated Students of the University of New Mexico (ASUNM)

Collegiate Recovery Center

Community Engagement Center (CEC)

NM Dream Team

El Centro de la Raza

Graduate Resource Center (GRC) 

Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA)

Graduate Studies (GS)

Kiva Club

LGBTQ Resource Center

Lobo Guardian

LoboRESPECT

Men of Color Initiative (MOCI)

Office of Career Services

Project for New Mexico Graduates of Color (PNMGC)

Student Activities Center (SAC)

Student Government Accounting Office (SGAO)

Veteran & Military Resource Center (VRC)

Women’s Resource Center (WRC)

United Grad Workers (UGW)

C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://afro.unm.edu/
https://aiss.unm.edu/
https://aapirc.unm.edu/
http://asunm.unm.edu/
https://recovery.unm.edu/index.html
http://cec.unm.edu/
https://www.nmdreamteam.org/
http://elcentro.unm.edu/
http://unmgrc.unm.edu/
http://unmgrc.unm.edu/
http://gpsa.unm.edu/
http://grad.unm.edu/home/
https://www.facebook.com/unmkivaclub/
http://lgbtqrc.unm.edu/
https://loboguardian.unm.edu/
https://loborespect.unm.edu/
http://menofcolor.unm.edu/
https://career.unm.edu/
http://pnmgc.unm.edu/
https://sac.unm.edu/
http://sgao.unm.edu/
https://vrc.unm.edu/
http://women.unm.edu/
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/


W E  C A N  S H A R E  Y O U R  M E S S A G E  W I T H  A L L  G R A D U A T E  &

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T U D E N T S  A T  U N M

Our team is dedicated to promoting the resources available to Graduate & Professional Students

at UNM. If you want us to highlight an event, program, or other resource available to Graduate &

Professional Students, please email a request to gpsapr@unm.edu with a brief description and

flyer to include in the next newsletter. 

All requests should be made one week prior to the publication of the GPSA Communiqué. The

deadline for submissions to be included in the next newsletter is 5:00 PM on Feb 4, 2022.

W A N T  T O  S H A R E  A  M E S S A G E
W I T H  G R A D  S T U D E N T S ?

O U R  T E A M  I S  H E R E  T O  S U P P O R T  Y O U  A N Y  W A Y  T H A T  W E  C A N !  

R E A D  O U R  F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S  

Why do I have  GPSA charge on my bursar's account? Students enrolled in a degree-seeking

graduate program at UNM are required to pay a student fee to GPSA. This fee goes to funding

UNM programs and organizations and is allocated annually by the Student Fee Review Board.

Students who do not pay this fee are not eligible to apply for scholarships or grants through

GPSA.

Are new UNM Graduate & Professional Students eligible to apply for grants? Yes. You are

eligible to apply for SRG, PDG and NMRG (if being offered in the semester) if you meet the

respective grant’s requirement. However, you are not eligible to apply for the Graduate

Scholarship Fund (GSF) if you are in your first semester.

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E
A B O U T  G P S A ?
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mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
https://sfrb.unm.edu/


Are grants and scholarships offered every semester? The Student Research Grant (SRG), Professional

Development Grant (PDG) and Graduate Scholarship Fund (GSF) are offered in every semester i.e. Fall,

Spring and Summer. However, the New Mexico Research Grant (NMRG High Priority and General Priority)

are offered only in the Fall Semester.

Can I apply to multiple grants in one grant cycle? Yes, you can apply multiple grants in the same grant

cycle, but each grant requires a separate application i.e. Statement of Proposal, Budget sheet and Letter

of Recommendation (if required).

Can I utilize my grant award another semester? Yes, you can. The funds which are sought for the event

or activity must be utilized within the next, current or previous funding period.

Ask a question. Didn't see your question in our list of FAQs? Submit any questions you have on our

website. If your question is urgent or specific, please submit an email directly to the appropriate

Committee Chair for a quicker response. 

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E
A B O U T  G P S A ?  

C O N T I N U E D

CONTACT US!
O F F I C E  P H O N E :  ( 5 0 5 )  2 7 7 - 3 8 0 3

E M A I L :  G P S A @ U N M . E D U  

L I S T S E R V :  J O I N  O U R  L I S T S E R V
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https://gpsa.unm.edu/resources-faq/faq.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/resources-faq/faq.html
mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
https://www.instagram.com/unmgpsa/
https://www.facebook.com/unmgpsa
https://twitter.com/unmgpsa
mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/listserv.html

