
T H E

 
C O M M U N I Q U É

A  B I W E E K L Y  N E W S L E T T E R
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WHO WE ARE
G R A D U A T E  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T U D E N T
A S S O C I A T I O N  ( G P S A )

We offer grants for research, travel, and conference expenses.

We offer funds to support graduate student organizations.

We offer free coffee, printing, and computer pod services.

We advocate for YOU at University Administration Meetings 

GPSA is the official student government of all Graduate and Professional

Students at UNM. We strive to support and promote YOUR interests and

concerns on all university affairs. We offer several resources dedicated to

advocacy, education, and financial support because we want YOU to

succeed. For more information, visit www.gpsa.unm.edu.

What we do to support YOU:

     and at the State Legislature.  

T H E  B I W E E K L Y

N E E D  T O  K N O W

Pages 2. GPSA Welcome

Message.

Pages 3 - 10. GPSA Ann-

ouncements & meet the

team!

Page 11. Read an update

from United Grad Workers.

Page 11 - 24. Community

Announcements.
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To be included in Issue 14 of
the GPSA Communiqué on Jan.
26, email gpsapr@unm.edu by

Jan. 24.

https://gpsa.unm.edu/
https://www.novelpointcoffee.com/
https://gpsa.unm.edu/
http://www.gpsa.unm.edu/
mailto:gpsapr@unm.edu


Grants & Scholarships
Social Media & Newsletter Resources
Professional & Entertainment Events
Student Organization Funding. 

Greetings Lobos,

Happy new year! For those of you returning this semester, welcome
back! If you are a new graduate or professional student this
semester, welcome to UNM! 

GPSA is your Graduate & Professional Student Government.
Services we provide include: 

For more information, email gpsa@unm.edu with questions you
have! 

The spring term is around the corner and we are very excited for all
that is to come. Wishing you the best in coordinating your
schedules and getting back into the classroom. 

Have a wonderful semester!

The GPSA Team

G P S A
W E L C O M E  M E S S A G E
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https://gpsa.unm.edu/
https://gpsa.unm.edu/
mailto:gpsa@unm.edu


G P S A
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://gpsa.unm.edu/funding/student-org-funding/annual-budget.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/funding/student-org-funding/annual-budget.html


G P S A
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://gpsa.unm.edu/
https://gpsa.unm.edu/


G P S A
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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M E E T  T H E  G P S A  T E A M !

D A V I D  C .  S A A V E D R A  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  P R E S I D E N T

David is a proud New Mexican, born and raised in Grants, NM. He holds a BA in

Public Communications with a minor in Business Administration from UNM.

David is a second-year professional student working toward obtaining a Master

of Public Administration (MPA) degree from the School of Public

Administration. David’s interest in public sector leadership was sparked by the

desire to make a difference for those around him and give back to his

community. In his free time, David enjoys playing tennis, long distance running,

and traveling. His favorite destination is Amsterdam, Netherlands and his next

destination is the Greek Islands.

X A V I E R  P E D R O  V A L L E J O  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  C H E I F  O F  S T A F F

Born in Pomona, California and raised in Tijeras, New Mexico, Xavier

graduated with a BS in Population Health from UNM and is currently in

pursuit of an MBA in International Management. Xavier holds several

years of professional experience in community relations, program

development, event production, and servant leadership. He is

passionate about issues related to health and social equity. In his free

time, he enjoys traveling, hiking, and playing soccer.

V I C T O R I A  M .  M A R T I N E Z  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  O F F I C E  M A N A G E R

Victoria M. Martinez is the Office Manager for the Graduate and

Professional Student Association. Her objective is to facilitate the

success and growth of graduate students and graduate student

organizations at UNM. She graduated from UNM with her bachelor’s

degree in East Asian Studies and a minor in English, concentrating in

Creative Writing – Fiction. Victoria finds herself always interested in

learning new languages, writing and folklore. She loves to spend her

free time by traveling, playing with her pets or playing board games.
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M E E T  T H E  G P S A  T E A M !
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H A N N A H  M I L L E R  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  L O B B Y  C H A I R

Born and raised in Southland New Zealand, Hannah spent the last

four years of her life in Dallas at Southern Methodist University,

completing a double degree in journalism and political science

and is currently working toward her Master of Public Policy degree.  

Hannah utilizes her unique position as an international athlete to

build and foster relationships based on common ground.

K A T I E  R O D A R T E  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  F I N A N C E  C H A I R

Katie is an aspiring veterinarian, working toward her Master of

Science in Project Management. In addition, Katie earned a Master

of Science in Global and National Security in May 2021. Katie’s

career goal is to combine her education to become a veterinarian

for the Federal government.

T A R A  M E M A R I A N  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  P R O G R A M S  C H A I R

Tara graduated with a dual degree in Biology and Psychology, and

is currently working towards her MS in Biomedical Engineering.

She works in multiple research labs and will attend Medical school

after her MS. Tara is part of multiple non-profit groups, where she

has had experience planning and coordinating events.

https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
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A N S E L Y  E M E A N U W A  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  &  A D V O C A C Y  C H A I R

Ansely graduated from Anderson School of Management with a

bachelor's degree in business administration with a concentration

in accounting. He is continuing his education and getting a

masters in accounting. Ansely was elected UNM Homecoming King

in 2020, manages a produce / flower farm, and hosts a school

supply drive.

R A E  S T R I N G F I E L D  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  P U B L I C  R E L A T I O N S  C H A I R

Rae Stringfield is a writer and freelance editorial consultant who

grew up in the Tennessee Valley. She holds an MFA in Creative

Writing & Environment from Iowa State University and is an

incoming PhD student in UNM's Rhetoric & Writing program.

W I L F R E D  O S E I  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  P O L I C Y  &  C O M P L I A N C E  C H A I R

Wilfred Osei Padmore hails from the Ajumako-Enyan-Essiam

District in the central region of Ghana. He has a BA degree in

Economics from the University of Ghana, Legon. He is a first year

PhD student at the Department of Economics.

M E E T  T H E  G P S A  T E A M !

https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
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A N A  P A U L A  M I L A N  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  E L E C T I O N S  C H A I R

Ana Paula Milan is an international student from Ecuador. She is an

Economics PhD candidate and is beyond happy to be part of the

GPSA team. She is most excited to be working with people who

care about the student body! Ana is the former Vice President of

the Associated Students of the University of New Mexico, UNM's

undergraduate student government.

A A R O N  G O O D S H O R E  

G P S A  C H I E F  J U S T I C E

Born in Georgia and raised in South Carolina, Aaron is a southerner

transplanted to the southwest. More importantly he is a husband to

an incredible wife, a father of a 1-month-old daughter named Hero,

and a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

With a culture, life, and faith built on community and family he was

drawn to study family law at the UNM School of Law.

D A M O N  A L V A R E Z  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  C H I E F  H E A L T H  A D V I S O R

Damon is a third-year Doctor of Pharmacy student as well as a

second-year MBA student at the College of Pharmacy and

Anderson School of Management, respectively. He has experience

working with many different organizations across North Campus.

He is passionate about issues pursuant to medical education,

legislative advocacy, and diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

M E E T  T H E  G P S A  T E A M !

https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
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M E E T  T H E  G P S A  T E A M !
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O L A I T A N  " O L A "  A N I F O W O S H E  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  G R A N T S  C H A I R

Olaitan "Ola" Anifowoshe is a PhD Statistics student at the Department of

Mathematics and Statistics. He was born raised in Lagos, Nigeria. Ola

previously served as a member of the GPSA Grants Committee and the

GPSA Election Committee and is currently serving as the Secretary of the

African Students Association of UNM (ASAU). He is committed to the use

of data to help in providing solutions to critical issues in society and is

always willing to contribute to societal growth. Ola enjoys playing games,

hiking, traveling and playing soccer.

B E N J A M I N  G E R S T N E R  ( H E / H I M  T H E Y / T H E M )

G P S A  S T R A T E G I C  S U P P O R T  C H A I R

Ben Gerstner came to UNM from New York to pursue their PhD in the

Department of Biology. They joined the Executive team bringing with

them years of experience from serving on Council. A polymath, their

interests span from having conversations on connections between

evolutionary theory and other domains, reading mythologies from across

the globe, adventuring around New Mexico’s great outdoors, quilting to

cooking elaborate dinners to share with friends. They’re excited to work

towards developing a 5-year strategic plan for sustainable progress to

GPSA – The Pack Progresso Plan.

A L E X  H E N K E L  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  F I N A N C E  V I C E  C H A I R

Alex is proud to live in New Mexico and is honored to be a Lobo. She was on

vacation out west and was getting ready to catch her flight on September 11,

2001 when she was forced to drive back home to the east in a rental car. She

drove through Albuquerque and fell in love instantly with the state and the

city, the wind, the art, the magic, and Indigenous roots. She holds a BA in

Political Science with honors from UNM. Alex is in her final year towards

obtaining a MA in Special Education, and graduate certificates in both Autism

Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Teaching English as a Second Language (TESOL).

Alex is passionate about learning in leadership positions and encouraging a

diverse student representation. To balance out the book life, Alex is an active

artist, and enjoys reading in five languages.

https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
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M E E T  T H E  G P S A  T E A M !
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A A R O N  C O W A N  ( H E / H I M )

G P S A  C O U N C I L  C H A I R

Aaron Cowan is a 4th-year doctoral student in Learning Sciences, having

earned master’s degrees in Learning Sciences and an MPA from the School

of Public Administration. He is the President of the OILS Student Alliance

and is currently serving as the GPSA Council Chair. Previously, he was the

GPSA Elections Chair, LSC Chair, an officer in PAGSA, a UNM Staff

Councilor, and a Faculty Senator. He was also a journalist for the Daily

Lobo and a Lobo League referee. In his spare time, he enjoys writing,

traveling, and learning languages like Esperanto and Spanish.

A L E X  H E N K E L  ( S H E / H E R )

G P S A  L E G I S L A T I V E  S T E E R I N G  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

Alex is proud to live in New Mexico and is honored to be a Lobo. She was on

vacation out west and was getting ready to catch her flight on September 11,

2001 when she was forced to drive back home to the east in a rental car. She

drove through Albuquerque and fell in love instantly with the state and the

city, the wind, the art, the magic, and Indigenous roots. She holds a BA in

Political Science with honors from UNM. Alex is in her final year towards

obtaining a MA in Special Education, and graduate certificates in both Autism

Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Teaching English as a Second Language (TESOL).

Alex is passionate about learning in leadership positions and encouraging a

diverse student representation. To balance out the book life, Alex is an active

artist, and enjoys reading in five languages.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR TEAM
HERE!

 
INTERESTED IN GETTING

INVOLVED?
Email our Office Manager at

gpsaoff@unm.edu

https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our_team.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/our-team.html
mailto:gpsaoff@unm.edu


A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  U N I T E D  G R A D  W O R K E R S

It’s official: on January 4, 2022, the New Mexico Public Employee Labor Relations Board
certified our union! The PELRB joins us in demanding that UNM quit stalling and bargain a fair

contract for grad workers. This guarantees us certain rights per the Public Employee Bargaining

Act, including the right to have a steward present in any conversation you believe could lead to

discipline, and UNM cannot make any unilateral changes to our contracts without negotiation

with our union. If you are concerned about something happening in your department, please fill

out this grievance form. Now that we’ve been certified, it is more important than ever to join

your union to exercise your voice over your working conditions - sign a card and take the
bargaining survey, and encourage your colleagues to do the same! To learn more about our

certification, your rights under PEBA, and our plan to get UNM to sit down with us at the

bargaining table this semester, attend our General Membership Meeting on Thursday, January
20, at 5:30pm.

C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://www.facebook.com/unmgradworkers
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfePGYOy4vRPNoy5azI9S6egMRqRmK7hQX_krYwNqSkWFTIYg/viewform
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/join-us/
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/survey/
https://unm.zoom.us/j/97630850585?pwd=R2paRElsRlV4eW5WYVM1OE1KMzVEdz09#success
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/survey/


T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E W  M E X I C O  H A S  U P D A T E D  I T S  C O V I D
A D M I N I S T R A T I V E  V A C C I N E  M A N D A T E  A N D  W I L L  N O W  R E Q U I R E  A
B O O S T E R  S H O T  R E Q U I R E M E N T  A S  P A R T  O F  I T S  M A N D A T E .  T H E
R E Q U I R E M E N T  A P P L I E S  T O  A L L  C U R R E N T  E M P L O Y E E S  A N D  S T U D E N T S
T O  R E C E I V E  A  B O O S T E R  D O S E  O F  T H E  V A C C I N E  W H E N  E L I G I B L E
A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E  F D A .

I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O  R E C E I V E D  T H E I R  S E C O N D  D O S E  O F  A N  M R N A
V A C C I N E  ( P F I Z E R  O R  M O D E R N A )  O N  O R  B E F O R E  J U N E  1 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  O R
T H E I R  S I N G L E  D O S E  O F  A  V I R A L  V E C T O R  V A C C I N E  ( J O H N S O N  &
J O H N S O N )  O N  O R  B E F O R E  O C T O B E R  1 5 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  M U S T  P R O V I D E
D O C U M E N T A T I O N  O F  R E C E I P T  O F  A  B O O S T E R  D O S E  N O  L A T E R  T H A N
J A N U A R Y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 2 .

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A L L  U P D A T E D  I N F O R M A T I O N  C A N  B E  F O U N D  H E R E :
H T T P S : / / B R I N G B A C K T H E P A C K . U N M . E D U /

C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://bringbackthepack.unm.edu/


C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://nmmlksc.org/
https://nmmlksc.org/


C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Visit the newly opened
Asian American Pacific

Islander Resource
Center (AAPIRC) located
on the 2nd floor of the

Education Building! 
 

Visit with Mishy Wang
AAPI's Student Success
Specialist to learn how

to get involved! Contact
Mishy at

mishywang@unm.edu.

Follow AAPI on Instagram @aapircunm!
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https://aapirc.unm.edu/
https://aapirc.unm.edu/


C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S

24

https://learningcentral.unm.edu/


L O O K I N G  F O R  O T H E R  R E S O U R C E S ?

African American Student Services (AASS)

American Indian Student Services (AISS)

Associated Students of the University of New Mexico (ASUNM)

Collegiate Recovery Center

Community Engagement Center (CEC)

NM Dream Team

El Centro de la Raza

Graduate Resource Center (GRC) 

Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA)

Graduate Studies (GS)

Kiva Club

LGBTQ Resource Center

Lobo Guardian

LoboRESPECT

Men of Color Initiative (MOCI)

Office of Career Services

Project for New Mexico Graduates of Color (PNMGC)

Student Activities Center (SAC)

Student Government Accounting Office (SGAO)

Veteran & Military Resource Center (VRC)

Women’s Resource Center (WRC)

United Grad Workers (UGW)

C O M M U N I T Y
A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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https://afro.unm.edu/
https://aiss.unm.edu/
http://asunm.unm.edu/
https://recovery.unm.edu/index.html
http://cec.unm.edu/
https://www.nmdreamteam.org/
http://elcentro.unm.edu/
http://unmgrc.unm.edu/
http://unmgrc.unm.edu/
http://gpsa.unm.edu/
http://grad.unm.edu/home/
https://www.facebook.com/unmkivaclub/
http://lgbtqrc.unm.edu/
https://loboguardian.unm.edu/
https://loborespect.unm.edu/
http://menofcolor.unm.edu/
https://career.unm.edu/
http://pnmgc.unm.edu/
https://sac.unm.edu/
http://sgao.unm.edu/
https://vrc.unm.edu/
http://women.unm.edu/
https://unmgrads.ueunion.org/


W E  C A N  S H A R E  Y O U R  M E S S A G E  W I T H  A L L  G R A D U A T E  &

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T U D E N T S  A T  U N M

Our team is dedicated to promoting the resources available to Graduate & Professional Students

at UNM. If you want us to highlight an event, program, or other resource available to Graduate &

Professional Students, please email a request to gpsapr@unm.edu with a brief description and

flyer to include in the next newsletter. 

All requests should be made one week prior to the publication of the GPSA Communiqué. The

deadline for submissions to be included in the next newsletter is 5:00 PM on Jan. 24, 2022.

W A N T  T O  S H A R E  A  M E S S A G E
W I T H  G R A D  S T U D E N T S ?

O U R  T E A M  I S  H E R E  T O  S U P P O R T  Y O U  A N Y  W A Y  T H A T  W E  C A N !  

R E A D  O U R  F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S  

Why do I have  GPSA charge on my bursar's account? Students enrolled in a degree-seeking

graduate program at UNM are required to pay a student fee to GPSA. This fee goes to funding

UNM programs and organizations and is allocated annually by the Student Fee Review Board.

Students who do not pay this fee are not eligible to apply for scholarships or grants through

GPSA.

Are new UNM Graduate & Professional Students eligible to apply for grants? Yes. You are

eligible to apply for SRG, PDG and NMRG (if being offered in the semester) if you meet the

respective grant’s requirement. However, you are not eligible to apply for the Graduate

Scholarship Fund (GSF) if you are in your first semester.

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E
A B O U T  G P S A ?
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mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
https://sfrb.unm.edu/


Are grants and scholarships offered every semester? The Student Research Grant (SRG), Professional

Development Grant (PDG) and Graduate Scholarship Fund (GSF) are offered in every semester i.e. Fall,

Spring and Summer. However, the New Mexico Research Grant (NMRG High Priority and General Priority)

are offered only in the Fall Semester.

Can I apply to multiple grants in one grant cycle? Yes, you can apply multiple grants in the same grant

cycle, but each grant requires a separate application i.e. Statement of Proposal, Budget sheet and Letter

of Recommendation (if required).

Can I utilize my grant award another semester? Yes, you can. The funds which are sought for the event

or activity must be utilized within the next, current or previous funding period.

Ask a question. Didn't see your question in our list of FAQs? Submit any questions you have on our

website. If your question is urgent or specific, please submit an email directly to the appropriate

Committee Chair for a quicker response. 

W A N T  T O  L E A R N  M O R E
A B O U T  G P S A ?  

C O N T I N U E D

CONTACT US!
O F F I C E  P H O N E :  ( 5 0 5 )  2 7 7 - 3 8 0 3

E M A I L :  G P S A @ U N M . E D U  

L I S T S E R V :  J O I N  O U R  L I S T S E R V
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https://gpsa.unm.edu/resources-faq/faq.html
https://gpsa.unm.edu/resources-faq/faq.html
mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
https://www.instagram.com/unmgpsa/
https://www.facebook.com/unmgpsa
https://twitter.com/unmgpsa
mailto:gpsa@unm.edu
https://gpsa.unm.edu/about/listserv.html

